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This QuickStart Guide is for you if you are: 

• A new Fellowcraft Freemason, not for Entered Apprentices 

• A Proposer appointed as a Personal Mentor 

• A Personal Mentor appointed to work with a Proposer and his 
candidate 

• A Preceptor working with Personal Mentors to facilitate the 
learning of their mentees 

Should you refer to another QuickStart guide or other resource? 

• Continue to refer to ‘The Initiate’s Guide’ 

• You should also refer to ‘Recommended Masonic Reading – A QuickStart 
Guide’ in which you will find references to much fuller explanations than are 
possible in this short QuickStart Guide 

• If you are a Proposer, Personal Mentor or Preceptor, you should also refer to 
‘Being a Personal Mentor - A QuickStart Guide’ and ‘Being a Proposer: A 
QuickStart Guide’ 

When will you find it useful? 
Use this document to guide a conversation with your Personal Mentor as soon as 
possible after your Passing and before you visit another lodge to see the ceremony. 
Why do we need this QuickStart Guide? 
This guide will help you to make sense of the Second Degree ceremony. It will also help 
you to continue your masonic journey and to develop your relationship with your 
Personal Mentor 

Introduction 
The step that you have just taken represents the highest level many operative masons 
reached in the age of building our great castles and cathedrals. Fellows of the craft still 
worked for a master, but they had learned many skills under his guidance in their 
apprenticeship and then passed the necessary tests to prove themselves proficient as 
craftsmen. The questions you answered at the beginning of the ceremony are a 
symbolic remnant of those tests. Later you were told by the Master that ‘… you are 
now in the midway of Freemasonry, superior to an Entered Apprentice, but inferior to 
that to which I trust you will hereafter attain’. Many of the symbolic elements in this 
degree complement those in the First Degree, some to reinforce the messages in that 
earlier ceremony, and some to look forward to the next step – the Third Degree or 
Ceremony of Raising. If you have any questions, ask your Personal Mentor for 
guidance. If he can’t help, please feel free to contact your Lodge Mentor or the 
Provincial Grand Mentor or visit www.berkspgl.org.uk 

http://www.berkspgl.org.uk/


Some Key Points 
1. You were asked the Questions Before Passing 

The 11 questions symbolise the test of proficiency that an apprentice would 
have had to pass to become a fellow of the craft. Progression had to be earned 
and demonstrated. You will find more questions and their answers and 
explanations in the ‘The Lectures of the Three Degrees of Craft Masonry’ – see 
‘Recommended Masonic Reading – A QuickStart Guide’. 

2. You were Entrusted, retired from the Lodge and were prepared for the 
ceremony 
The Worshipful Master asked you if you were serious about proceeding and if 
you would keep everything he was about to tell you private. You agreed that 
you would. He then gave you the necessary pass grip and password that 
enabled you to enter a Fellowcrafts’ Lodge as an Entered Apprentice. He was 
explicit in his instructions to you – he said that you had to remember these 
things to gain admission to the Lodge ‘in a superior Degree’. The need to have 
special credentials or tokens which qualify you to enter the lodge room is 
repeated throughout masonry in different degrees and orders. 

3. The Lodge was opened in the Second Degree, you were prepared for the 
ceremony and admitted to the Lodge 
In your absence the Lodge was opened in the Second Degree. This process 
echoes that of the opening in the First Degree but with different symbolism. 
Once again you were prepared, and the Tyler requested entry for you. You 
used the pass grip and password to gain entry. The preparation was somewhat 
similar to that in the First Degree but the differences were important. 

4. The Prayer, Dialogues with the Wardens and Advancing to the East 
The Worshipful Master then asked you and all the brethren to pray together. 
After the prayer, you were led around the Lodge twice – to be tested by the 
Junior Warden on the first turn and by the Senior Warden on the second. The 
Junior Warden proved that you were an Entered Apprentice and the Senior 
Warden that you had the pass grip and the password ‘… leading from the First 
to the Second Degree’. After you gave him the proof, he reported to the 
Worshipful Master that you were properly prepared to proceed with the 
ceremony and you were led to the East ‘… in due form’. You should be able to 
connect the method of advancing to the story told later in the explanation of 
the Tracing Board. 

5. You Took the Obligation and were Entrusted 
The Worshipful Master explained that ‘… the Degrees in Freemasonry are to 
be kept separate and distinct…’ and that you must take another obligation. 
You agreed and repeated the obligation of a Fellowcraft Freemason. This 
emphasised the continuing need for discretion, integrity, fidelity, discipline 
and ‘… the principles inculcated in the former degree’. After the obligation you 
were given the ceremonial modes of recognition of the degree. You were also 



told about the historical and symbolic penalties for breaking your obligation. 
You promised on the Volume of the Sacred Law that you would keep the 
modes private. It is a sign and test of your personal integrity that you will 
never break that promise. There is no intrinsic value in the modes of 
recognition; the value and rewards of being a mason are found elsewhere. 

6. You Visited the Wardens 
You had conversations with both Wardens during which you rehearsed the 
sign, the grip or token and the word of an Fellowcraft Freemason. The 
conversations also reinforced the need to keep the secrets of the degree 
private. Don’t use them outside the Lodge and don’t reveal them to non- 
masons – you have made a solemn promise not to do so. 

7. You Received the Badge of a Fellowcraft and Received Advice from the 
Worshipful Master 
After your conversation with the Senior Warden he presented you to the 
Worshipful Master who told him to invest you with your new apron. Then, 
both in the West and in the South East corner, the Master spoke to you again. 
He encouraged you to act virtuously with integrity and justice, to continue to 
study the principles of morality and to ‘…extend your researches into the 
hidden mysteries of Nature and Science’. This means that you should learn 
about the way to improve your relationships with other people and try to 
understand the nature of reality in the world around you. Only by developing 
this understanding can we discover those things in which we can find real and 
enduring value. 

8. You Heard the explanation of the Working Tools of the Degree 
The long explanation of the working tools in this degree is without doubt one 
of the most meaningful passages in Craft ritual. If you heard the short version 
in your ceremony you should ask your Personal Mentor to let you have a copy 
of the long version. After the presentation in the ceremony, you withdrew 
from the lodge to ‘restore yourself to your personal comforts’. 

9. You Heard the Explanation of the Second Degree Tracing Board 
This explanation tells part of the story of King Solomon’s Temple which is a 
central element of Craft ritual. The symbolism associated with many parts of 
the building is explained and, once again, the idea of the need for particular 
knowledge to make progress is emphasised. The story includes not only the 
rewards for having the right knowledge, but the penalties exacted for not 
possessing it – for claiming or pretending to be something we are not; a kind 
of falsehood. The form and practises of our Lodges is linked to the manner of 
the building of the Temple and the noble art and science of architecture. We 
are again encouraged to learn about nature and science. Specifically, 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy. More 
generally, to develop our intellect and knowledge of the world of the Grand 
Geometrician. 



 

The Important Messages Communicated by the Degree 
• The First Degree was emblematic of the birth of the body. The Second 

Degree represents and encourages the development of your mind – your 
intellectual faculty – to enable you to appreciate the wonders of the world 
and recognise those things which are truly valuable. 

• The chisel in the First Degree working tools is said to smooth the rough 

stone and you were told that education is what makes us ‘fit members of 
regularly organised society’. Embracing education is one way of developing 
your intellect for your own benefit and for the benefit of all. This is one of 
the aims of Freemasonry – to engage each of us on an individual journey of 
self-improvement and by so doing to improve society as a whole. 

• The extended version of the working tools of the degree introduce and 
emphasise several excellences of character to which you should aspire. 

o You should behave with honesty and good intentions 
o You should recognise that everyone deserves respect and 

considerate behaviour and act accordingly 
o You should live virtuously –this is one of the foremost of the 

masonic excellences of character 

• Above all, the Second Degree is founded on and provides evidence of one of 
the most important axioms of Freemasonry. It shows that with the right 
effort you can make progress towards your goal – you can improve yourself. 
Improvement was a key element and driving force in the Age of 
Enlightenment in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries during which 
time speculative Freemasonry was formed and crystallised. 

• Freemasonry’s central aim is to help you become a better person. To achieve 
this goal, you must first accept that you need to change and that you are 
able to change. The journey of discovery and change starts with the 
knowledge of yourself and this is emphasised in the next stage, your Raising 
or Third Degree. 

• The journey which is open to you, cannot be taken alone. To travel on this 
path you need the assistance and goodwill of your brethren and fellows. This 
is why we prize harmony in the Lodge so highly. 

 
For more assistance and advice contact your Personal Mentor, Lodge Mentor, or 
The Provincial Mentor: pgm@berkspgl.org.uk . 
You can also visit the Provincial web site: www.berkspgl.org.uk 
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