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A message from the Festival Chairman 

The last eighteen months have been hard for us. We have lost friends, been 

restricted in what we can do, and who we can see but there is now light at the 

end of this dark tunnel.  

The Covid restrictions are coming to an end and the vaccinations are giving us 

some protection and confidence but, more importantly, we can meet one 

another and start enjoying our freemasonry in person.  I do hope you look 

forward to and enjoy the new Masonic season which hopefully will not be 

interrupted by more Lockdowns! We do, however, have a considerable 

amount of ground to make up because of the lack of meetings and I urge each 

one of you to consider making up for the enforced absence by putting a little 

extra towards the Festival. It has never been easier as most Lodges now have 

QR codes to enable direct Tax efficient donations to Lodge, Provincial, or MCF Charity Chests. 

As the graph below shows, you have contributed magnificently but another big push is needed.  Our lodges have also made 

outstanding contributions and I thank you all for the efforts to date. How each lodge is doing is shown in tabular form below. The 

one outstanding achievement during our enforced break has been one lodge reaching the highest award level, 

Platinum: well done Aldworth Lodge. 

Apart from the great fundraising activities you do within your lodge, the Berkshire 2023 Festival events team are planning several 

events this year and in 2022.  These will be special events. Full details are on the Berkshire 2023 Festival website (this link will take 

you directly to the events page: Berkshire 2023 Events), but two events happening this year that I would like to bring to your 

attention are: The Imperial Dinner in September; and the OktobeerFest in October. More details are in the events section of 

this newsletter together with information about the Christmas Party in December. 

Festival Progress 

The cash donations to the end of July are over £1.1 million or nearly 60% of our 

target.  Given the hiatus of the last 15 months, this is an incredible 

achievement. There is still a significant amount to raise but, given your 

generosity and our experience, I am confident that by the time June 2023 arrives 

we will meet and exceed our goal. 

In addition to the cash you have donated, there are pledges for future donations 

through the Promise to Pay scheme and contributions from our most significant individual contributor -HMRC through the Gift 

aid Scheme.  These contributions are not recognised as we only accounted for donations on a cash received basis. 
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Lodge achievements - the honorifics awarded 

Nearly 40% of the elgible Lodges in the Province have achieved the 

bronze award - this equates to a contribution of £350 per member -  and 

over 50% of these lodges have  gone on the reacher the higher levels of 

contribution.  To date, some 60 awards have been made to lodges 

throughout the Province. 

During the pandemic period one lodge was able to have a meeting and 

make such a significant contribution to our Festival and achieve the Platinum award.  This equate to a donation of over £1,000 

per member of the Lodge. Thank you to all the members of Aldworth Lodge who reached that milestone in May 2021. In addition 

to this significant milestone, I know as we start to enjoy our meetings more lodges will be looking to either hold events of making 

donations from their charity accounts; can I please encourage you to do that sooner rather than later.  It would be great to 

celebrate more success at the lodge level rather than holding out until the end of the festival period because circumatances  may 

conspire against us again and your contribution might not get the recognition it deserves. 

Where do your donations go? 

Funded entirely through the generosity of 

Freemasons and their families, the Masonic 

Charitable Foundation (MCF) celbrated its fifth 

anniversary in April 2021.  It was created in 2016 

to streamline the various Masonic charties rhat 

were in existence then and creat one focal point for masonic charitable activies outside of the sterling chairtable work carried out 

at Lodge level. 

The MCF is funded entirely from the masonic community and one of the major sources of fund raising are the festivals run by the 

Provinces. Fwsarivals serve two purposes; first, to help raise funds; and second, to increase the awareness of the MCF and what 

it does.  

Since its creation just over five years ago, here are some interesting facts to illustrate the scale of the MCF, what it gives away 

and what the scale of our contributions are: 

§ £90 million in grants awarded on behalf of Freemasonry to support the most vulnerable and disadvantaged members of 

society. This is nearly £50,000 per day or £34 every minute since 2016. 

§ ‘For every Freemason under UGLE, we awarded around £450 in charitable grants. 

§ For every Lodge in England and Wales we awarded around £13,000 in charitable grants 

§ Through legacies and festival fundraising, Freemasons have donated £60 million to ensure the continuation of the MCF’s 

work 

Your charity is one of the largest grant giving entites in the UK and when combined with the efforts made by indiviual members 

and lodges it is a significant national charity. 



MCF activity in Berkshire 

Bringing things closer to home, since our festival started in May 2018 

the MCF have made over £620,000 of donations with our Province.  This 

is a mixture of donations and support to our members as well as to 

individual chairties and orgniasations within the Province. 

Nearly £230,000 has been donated to 38 charities in the Province and 

the 

pictures to 

the left and 

right show  

the presentations to Thames Valley Air Ambulance and Thames 

Hospice respectively. 

The grant to Thames Hospice, made in conjunction with The 

Province of Buckinghamshire and The Berkshire Masonic Charity, 

was of the larger donations.  With this gift, the Hospice was able to 

develop a dedicated room for familes to reflect and remember during some very difficult preiod in there lives. 

Over £400,0000 of donations were made directly to our masonic family within the Province.  Some 60% was used to support 

living costs, 30% to support health and wellbing, and the balance used to assist children, young people and the eduction of 

masonic realatives. 

Making a contribution 

The QR code oposite allows you to make direct donations to The Berkshire 2023 Festival Relief Chest.  It is 

a quick and easy way to donate monery, just scan the code with your smart phone camera and it will open 

up the MCF donation site in your browser.  Ensure that you include your lodge number so that any donation 

will count to the contributions made by your lodge 

If any lodge would like a copy of this code to put on their summons, please contact the Provincal Grand 

Secretary on this email address: Prov Grand Sec 

A good proportion of you have made regular payment promises to the 2023 Festival.  This is simple way you can make donations 

and spread the cost over the five years of the festival. We have now spoken with the MCF and, if anyone else wishes to start a 

payment plan or resume one that was suspended, the cut off date to ensure your contributions are recognised in the Festival 

totals is now December 2024 and not July 2023.  For example, if you take out a new plan for £600 in August 2021, then the monthly 

payment will be £15.  A £600 RPP will also qualify for a festival jewel.  

If you suspended your initial plan and restart the plan, please ensure that your payments finish by December 2024.  All these 

changes can be managed through the MCF relief chest scheme (MCF Donate) but if you are either having problems or wish to ask 

questions, please email Bridget Gialanze at the MCF: RPP at the MCF 

 

  



What Events are we planning? 

Under the guidance of W Bro Luke 

Smith, the Events Committee are 

organsing events  for the remainder 

of this year and for 2022 that will be 

open to all across the Province. 

These will be a combination of 

formal and informal and fun events 

and are in in addition to any events 

that a lodge may plan for its 

members.   

Full  details of the Provincial events 

are on the website but if you want to 

publise your own lodge event please 

let us know and we can put it on the 

website too.  In addition, let us 

know how your event went and 

send us a brief report with pictures 

and we will ensure that gets 

included in the newsletter and on 

the website: please send all details 

to Comms@berks2023.org 

Details of two significant events are 

described further; one will appeal to 

all those over 18 whilst the other is 

both a significant and unquie event 

for our Province 

   

2023 Festival Event Dates
 

Sat  18/09/21  -  Imperial Dinner
Sat 16/10/21  - Oktobeerfest

Sat 18/12/21 - Provincial Xmas Party
Sat 12/03/22  -  Barn Dance

Sat 28/05/22 - Beer & Gin Festival
Sat 25/06/22 - Zipline Challenge

Sat 02/07/22 - Festival On The Farm
Sat 20/08/22 - Family Fun Day TBC

Sat 17/12/22 - Provincial Xmas Party
 

Events will be in line with government
guidance.

For full information visit
Berks2023.org/events



OktobeerFest 

2021’s main festival event is being jointly held with Sindlesham Court in the Flavell 

Suite.  Four live music acts will take the stage for an afternoon and evening of great fun 

and entertainment.  As well as some Bavarian beers, for the real ale lovers a selection 

of fresh cask ales will be available.  Each ticket covers the cost of entry, one drink of 

your choice and a Germany themed dish from the chefs menu.  Tickets are purchased 

via the festival website OKTOBEERFEST Tickets – Berkshire 2023 Festival 

(berks2023.org) 

Please note this is an over 18’s event and will be open to all Masons and the public to 

attend so it is a great opportunity to bring along friends and support the 2023 Festival 

appeal. 

 
 

 
The Imperial Dinner 

The Imperial Dinner will be a unique and outstanding event. It will be held 

in Sindlesham in September 2021 and mark the worldwide launch of a new 

extraordinary jewel in the St Petersburg collection of Faberge Eggs. 

The Provincial Grand Master has been working with the St Petersburg 

Collection to develop an Egg that reflects both Masonry and our Berkshire 

2023 Festival.  In addition to the Faberge Egg, there will a special pendant 

in a similar style.  Both these jewels will be made in a numbered limited 

amount and can be purchased at the dinner in advance of the public 

launch. 

A significant amount from each sale will be given to our Festival and, if you 

do purchase an egg or pendant, this donation will be reflected in your 

lodge totals. 

This launch will be marked by a gourmet dinner, and you will see the Flavell 

suite like you’ve never seen it before!  The dinner and decorations will 

reflect the Russian Heritage of the Faberge Egg. 

The poster above gives more details on the even and further details and reservations can be made on the Berkshire Festival 

website. Background on the St Petersburg collection and illustrations of the superb quality of their collections can be found at: 

St Petersburg Collection 


