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Welcome to the second edition of The Berkshire Festival
2023 newsletter. The initial planning and successful
launch are now behind us: we’re well underway.
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How are we
doing?
as at October
2018

We are off to a cracking start to our five-year Festival period: thank you. As at the
end of October, we have reached nearly 25% of
our target of £1.9 million. This is a fantastic
response from you all, however, there’s long way
to go so please do not stop all your fund-raising
activities.
Can I encourage as many of you who feel able to
make a regular contribution to the Festival? This
helps spread the cost and, if most of you do this,
we would exceed our target; have an exceptional
successful Festival; and make a significant
contribution to the MCF.

Cash
Pledges and plans
Balance to raise

If you make a regular payment of £10 per month for the next five years or a
combination of donations of more than £600 in in the Festival period, then you will
qualify of a Festival jewel. This is the only individual jewel that will issued for the
Festival. To date, 200 of you have qualified for this - please wear them at Lodge
meetings to help increase awareness of the Festival.

See How To Make A Regular Contribution At:
https://www.berkspgl.org.uk/how-to-donate-to-the-festival/

How is your lodge doing?
As I mentioned, it is still early days, but all lodges are making good progress. The
table below shows the progress to the various honorific levels. The membership
number for every lodge was fixed at those members registered on 31st May 2018.
Honorific level
Bronze
Silver
Gold
Platinum

Contribution per member
£350
£500
£750
£1,000 +

Number of lodges
2
0
0
0
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Why are we supporting the MCF?
The MCF is our
charity
Over 50% of all its
grants goes to help
masons and their
families.
It relies on Festival
for a substantial
part of its income.

The Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF) is our charity. In addition to some of
the external charities it supports, its raison d’etre is to support our masonic family.
Over 50% of all its grants and donation go to masons and their families. The
following stories are just two examples of how Freemasons and their families
receive practical support from the MCF. This support is provided to every
Freemason, not only in Berkshire, but across the whole of England and Wales.
Jenna’s story
Jenna is just one of the many young people who are now pursuing careers that
they are passionate about, thanks to support from the MCF.
Jenna had always dreamed of becoming a
dentist and was thrilled when she was offered a
place at university. She applied for a loan but
shortly before starting, she was told that she
would have to fund the whole course herself.
Unfortunately, Jenna’s parents were also facing
financial difficulties and were unable to offer
any help. In order to make end meet, she was
forced to take on two jobs, on top of her
demanding course workload.
“Eventually this took a toll on my physical and mental health, and I almost had to
drop out of university. My grandfather was a Freemason and told me if I ever
needed help, the Freemasons would be there for me – so I got in touch with the
MCF and applied for support.”
“The MCF paid for my tuition fees, and I’ve now graduated as a Dentist with first
class honours. Applying for support was the best decision I’ve ever made! If I hadn’t
applied, I wouldn’t have finished my degree and would not have my dream job.”
The MCF offers support to the children and grandchildren of Freemasons, who are
up to the age of 25 and in full time education.
As well as covering essentials like school uniforms and childcare costs, these grants
can also fund school trips, extracurricular activities and university scholarships.
Ronnie’s story
Homelessness can affect people from all walks of life, including the Masonic
community
“My life was in turmoil, you couldn’t make it up
– everything came tumbling down. I ended up
homeless and living in a tent in a wood for eight
months. I was battered and bruised, ostracised
and alienated. My body deteriorated, my mind
was in bits.
Everyone knew me as a high-flying individual, so
when it came falling down, I didn’t want to see
anyone. In desperation, I moved into a rental
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property without any funds or deposit. I hoped I would be able to get some urgent
support from the government, but it took so long that I faced being evicted. Tony,
a Visiting Volunteer from my Province, came to see me one evening. He got in touch
with the MCF on my behalf and within 48 hours an emergency grant was paid into
my landlord’s bank account to cover my deposit and rent.
The MCF gave me my life back. I needed family and support – not pills – and that’s
where my brethren and the MCF came through. I am now Group Sales Operation
Manager at a recruitment company and I’m doing okay! I am back on my feet again
and I couldn’t have done it without the MCF – I’m eternally grateful.”
The Masonic Charitable Foundation relies on the support of Freemasons to provide
this level of support. Festivals offer every member a chance to support the charity,
learn about what we do and ensure that the resources are available now and in the
future.

The New Berkshire 2023 Festival Website
New
Festival
Website, click the
link below

A new Berkshire 2023 Festival website is being launched during November. It will
show how the Festival is progressing, the Events associated with it but, more
importantly, will allow you to upload pictures, videos and write ups on your events.

festival website

We are keen to get all your news on how your lodge is looking to raise funds and
the fun you’re having at these events.

Volunteers need
to run online
shop

A new events management module is being trialled. This will allow you to publicise
your event and allow people to pay on line. All funds will be collected in the Festival
2023 bank account and transferred to individual event organisers on a regular
basis.
In addition to the event management module, we are implementing an online
shop. This will have a variety of merchandise for sale, all with a Berkshire 2023
Festival theme. To make this work, and help raise funds for the appeal, we are
looking for volunteers who have the time and some experience of running on line
shops.
If you want to volunteer, please contact Gerry Preston at
Festival_2023_Events@berkspgl.org.uk.

Festival Beer
Support
festival

the

Drink Festival
2023 Beer

There is a new beer in the bar at
Sindlesham, Festival Ale.

Berkshire Masons
Your festival needs

YOU

We have negotiated a special brew and
a special price for the Festival Ale. For
every pint drunk, 10p will go towards
the Berkshire 2023 Festival Appeal.
This will run for the entire Festival
period.
So, in addition to the raffles you may
have at your festive boards, the predinner drinks will help swell our
Festival coffers!

Drink beer to
support your
festival
Rebellion Festival 2023 available at Sindlesham bar.
10p per pint goes towards the Berkshire Festival 2023 appeal
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Events
The Armistice Celebration
Three
great
events
before
Christmas
Armistice
Celebration
Sindlesham

at

Christmas party
and raffle draw
Special auction
at Wokingham

The Combined Services Lodge are hosting and event to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that end the Great War. All the
details about it are in the poster below.

Provincial Grand
Lodge of Berkshire
World War 1 - Centenary Event
Sunday 18th November – Seated for 10.45
Sindlesham Masonic Centre
On the 18th of November Berkshire Freemasons
will gather to commemorate the centenary of
the end of World War 1.
The event will take the format of a Military
Drumhead Service followed by Lunch.

The event is open to all Berkshire Freemasons along
with wives, partners, and non-masonic friends.
On this occasion all Masons are encouraged to wear
their full regalia.

Lunch Menu
Topside of beef with Yorkshire pudding
Cherry Bakewell sponge and custard
Tea & Coffee
£24 per person

Booking Form
Name__________________________

Places Required_________________

I enclose a cheque for £________ made payable to the Combined Services Lodge No.9900
Send booking and payment to:
Paul Thomsett, St Judes, Popeswood Rd, Binfield, Berks, RG424AD
(Please list names and dietary requirements overleaf)
Alternatively make your booking by email to pathomsett@yahoo.co.uk
With online payment to Acct No. 10096989 - Sort Code: 20-78-61 – Reference: <Surname100>
Account no : 12144514, Reference: Lon-{add your initials}
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The Christmas Party
A fantastic Christmas Party has been arranged for the night of 15th December 2018
in The Flavell Suite at Sindlesham. Full details are below. During the dinner, the
draw will be made of the first Festival Raffle. If you haven’t bought any tickets,
please see your lodge Charity Steward

Details of the booking form can be found on the website but hurry as the event is
filling up fast.
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Wokingham Lodge Christmas Raffle
On Thursday 6th December Wokingham Lodge will be holding their Annual
Christmas Call Out raffle.
This an annual event which started in the last year of the previous Festival. Then,
had been donated a quality television set, which formed the centre point of the
raffle which raised over £1,000 for the festival was far too high in value to be used
as a normal raffle prize and over 100 guests attended.
And so, to this year. Once again, we have splendid prizes, including:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

a television set
a hamper
electric drills
whisky
A variety of unusual prizes

There will a Heads and Tails event and are delighted that the Provincial Grand
Master has agreed to attend. Why don’t you come and see what he “wins”?

We already have 60 people booked and a capacity of 100. So, if you want to join
us on 6th December, why not get a group of friends together; share a car; and come
and enjoy our enthusiastic and friendly welcome.
It’s also a normal Lodge night when we will be initiating a new member; spare a
thought for the Initiate giving his maiden speech to such an assembly!
To book in, or to join the circulation list for the summons, please send your contact
details to our Secretary, Richard Grayson (ProvSGD) at s8691@berkspgl.org.uk

Change of date for the special initiation event
Due to a number of commitments the
eagerly anticipated special initiation
event being organised by The Lodge of
Commerce has now been postponed
until 2020.
If you had made any bids for this event
they will be carried over to the new
date. However, the auction will be reopened closer to the event and you
could be out bid.
Full details are on the poster opposite
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