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PGM’s Christmas Message  

The Christmas Festive Season is one of celebration, 
thanksgiving and hope for the future and as Freemasons 
we have much for which we should be grateful. For me, 
one of the most important pieces of ritual we deliver is 
‘the Charge after Initiation’ as it celebrates the 
admission of our newest made brother and sets out 
exactly what Freemasonry stands for, our obligations to 
God, to Society, to the Craft and to each other. It is a 
text of celebration thanksgiving and hope for the future. 

I cannot believe that it is some ten months since I had 
the privilege of being installed as your Provincial Grand 
Master. During that time, I have visited over 40 lodges 
within the Province and I have been overwhelmed by 
the generosity of the welcome that I have received.  

In May, we launched the 2023 Festival and have raised 
over £450,000 in donations and pledges towards the 
target in the first six months, whilst continuing to serve 
the Province and our wider communities through the 
Berkshire Masonic Charity. The generosity of our 
Berkshire brethren is legendary.   

The Province is in good heart and growing stronger by the day. In addition to joining members, we 
have initiated some 110 new brethren into this very special province of ours. You are all most 
welcome and I hope that you have been made to feel comfortable in your lodges and that you are 
enjoying your early days in Freemasonry.  

Masonry continues to evolve and adapt so that it remains as relevant today as it always has been, 
but the core values of brotherly love, relief and truth remain unchanged and so they should. 
Brotherly love is about how we relate to each other, relief about our charitable predisposition and 
truth about our inherent integrity. 

As lodge affairs draw to a close for 2018, I wish you, your partners, your families and all whom you 
hold close to your hearts a joyful and peaceful Christmas together.  

As I reflect on the past year, I give thanks to each and everyone of you for your friendship and 
commitment to your lodges and to the Province; most particularly for making it so special for me as 
your Provincial Grand Master.  

May the Great Architect grant you health and happiness in 2019. I look forward with eager 
anticipation to the year unfolding in the certain knowledge that together we will continue to 
strengthen Freemasonry in Berkshire and to ensure that it thrives. 
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Provincial Grand Lodge 
At the Provincial Grand Lodge held on 25th September 2018, amongst the many brethren who were 
awarded active offices, The Provincial Grand Master appointed a new Provincial Grand Director of 
Ceremonies and two new Provincial Grand Wardens 

 W Bro Jim Sampins, from Old Windsor Lodge, was promoted to ProvGDC 
and joins the Berkshire Executive.  Jim was initiated into Freemasonry in 
Warwickshire in 1994, joined Old Windsor in 2005 and was Master in 2007.  
He is still Mentor of his Lodge. He was made a Provincial Grand Steward in 
2009 – he is a member of the Berkshire Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge 
and their DC. He was promoted to ProvDepGDC in 2013. In addition to his 
Berkshire Honours, he is PProvJGD in Warwickshire and in UGLE holds the 
Grand Rank of Past Grand Standard Bearer, which was awarded in 2018. 

Jim joined Windsor Castle Chapter in 2005 and was First Principal in 2013.  
He was appointed to the Acting rank of Provincial Grand Sojourner in 2015. 
Jim is also a member of Cranley Lodge of Mark Master Masons. 

Outside Masonry, Jim is an avid rugby fan, holding a season ticket at 
Northampton Saints, a keen fly fisherman. He is a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman of 
the Worshipful Company of Painter-Stainers. 

WBro Laurence Fretwell, from Khalsa Lodge, was appointed as Provincial 
Senior Grand Warden.  Laurence was initiated into Freemasonry in Epping 
Forest Lodge in 1986.  He has extensive experience in the Province of Essex 
at both Lodge level and Province.  He was appointed a Provincial Grand 
Steward in 2002, Past Provincial Senior Grand Deacon in 2006 and PPGSwdB 
in 2015. 

Laurence’s masonic career in Essex has been more than matched by that in 
Berkshire where he was made a Provincial Grand Steward in 2006 and 
Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies in 2010, chair of the Dark Blues in 
2013 and then Provincial Senior Grand Warden in 2018.  In addition to be a 
the current DC of Khalsa, Laurence was the founding DC of Constructors 
Lodge and is Secretary of Lord Desborough. 

In Royal Arch, Laurence has had a more active career in his home province 
of Essex.   He was MEZ of his mother chapter in 2005 and 2006, received Provincial Grand Chapter 
rank of Past Provincial Assistant Sojourner in 2011 and was promoted to PPDepGSwdB in 2017.                   
In Berkshire, he is a member of Friendship & Care Chapter – having being MEZ in 2016. 

Outside Freemasonry his family and business interests keep him very occupied: he has three children 
became a grandfather in 2014.  He is also a strong supporter of Clic Sargent 
Charity and restores classic cars -currently owning three MG sports cars. 

WBro Colin Payne was invested by the PGM as the Provincial Junior Grand 
Warden.  Colin was initiated into Freemasonry in March 1980 when he 
joined Pillars of Friendship Lodge: he was Secretary there for 15 years. He 
has been awarded several provincial honours, including PPSD, Acting 
Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works, and Acting Provincial Sword 
Bearer.  Colin will also become Chairman of the Light Blues in January 2019. 
Colin is also a member of Royal Arch, Rose Croix and Mark.  

He is happily married to Sarah and they have two daughters and four 
grandchildren. Outside Freemasonry and work, Colin enjoys the odd round 
of golf and exercising his dogs. 
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Berkshire meets Wessex 

Berkshire Masons made a grant of £5,000, via the MCF, to the Me2 Club. The Me2 Club is a local 
Berkshire Charity that helps children with a variety of difficulties to attend mainstream activities.  

As part of raising the charity’s profile, on 
17th September 2018, HRH The Countess 
of Wessex attended a tea party. Amongst 
the guests were RW Anthony Howlett-
Bolton OBE, PGM and WBro David Jarvis 
the Provincial Almoner. Both were 
introduced to Her Royal Highness, and 
they explained how Berkshire Freemasons 
had helped the club in raising funds to 
support their activities. 

Everyone had a great time at the tea 
party. The PGM joined in the fun, helping 
children draw and read as well as serving 

them cake and other goodies. 

Also, in the picture above is Bernadette Ferne - 
the Chair of Trustees. She was delighted at the 
support from Berkshire Masons over the last two 
years: “It has supported general activities as well 
as trading courses for the volunteers. Without this 
support our charity would find things harder to 
achieve.”  

In the second picture, HRH can be seen playing 
with the children and helping them draw. 

 

Pangbourne Lodge SW Lunch 

Pangbourne Lodge No. 4381 held its very 
popular Senior Warden's Lunch at the Old 
Mill, Aldermaston in early September and 
was supported by some 40 people. 

Senior Warden, Toks Aluko, thanked 
everyone for coming and enjoying the lunch 
and general chit-chat in what was a perfect 
afternoon in the sunshine. 
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Windsor Half Marathon  

Once again the Province turned out in force to man a bottle station 
on the 30th September at the annual Windsor half marathon, run 
over 13 miles around Windsor Great Park. 

Preparations start early for the 10 o’clock start with tables set up 
by Brethren, wives and partners, totalling around 30, frantically 
opening thousands of water bottles to hand to the runners as they 
pass, some at great speed! So that by 10 o’clock all was ready and 
the lead runners eagerly awaited. The leaders are incredibly serious 
and go by in flash, quite astonishing to watch, and the rest of the 
field start to follow at a slightly more sedate pace. 

The runners pass the station twice on the circuit, firstly just after 4 
miles and then after 11 miles although by the 11 mile stage the 
pace, not surprisingly, has gone out of some of the runners. The 
water not only quenched their thirst but much of it went over their 
heads to cool them down! 

Despite the effort of running many of the 
runners were gracious in their thanks for 
our support, and in return we offered as 
much encouragement as possible, 
especially WBro David Jarvis who applauded 
the stragglers for around an hour to keep 
their spirits up. He must have had sore 
hands the next day! 

A special mention is due to Donna, Alan 
Whitrod’s daughter, whose Dad is not well 
and she turned up to cover for him, 
thoroughly enjoyed it and made a great 
contribution. She will be back next year! 

The weather was a glorious on that Sunday morning and 30 Brethren wives and partners who had 
volunteered to W. Bro. Jim Dance gave a really good turnout. All of us wore Freemasonry Hi-Viz 
jackets and the Freemasonry gazebo was in the background should the weather change and 
although not needed, gave publicity to what we were doing. 

Our RW Provincial Grand Master once 
again turned up to support the event, 
although his dogs took quite a bit of 
looking after! When the race had finally 
been run he thanked everyone for giving 
up their Sunday morning to support this 
event. 

These events not only provide a good 
service to the community and promote 
our order, they are also great fun, so do 
watch out for future events and join in – 
they are open to everyone! You will 
enjoy it! Watch out for next year’s run. 

WBro David Biggs 
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Mentoring can be defined as “a relationship in which the more experienced of more knowledgeable 
person helps to guide and develop a less experienced person.” 

Throughout our masonic journey there are several instances which point out the usefulness of 
mentoring.  These range from: “… a sincere wish to render ourselves more extensively serviceable to 
our fellow-creatures.’ to: ‘afford assistance and instruction to the brethren in the inferior degrees.’   
This all links to one of our three great principles, Brotherly Love.  

Cast your mind back to your own Initiation. I hope that the welcome you received in your Mother 
Lodge was warm and enthusiastic. I imagine you found some things a little strange, I did! The 
peculiar procedures, protocols and etiquette that we take for granted after a year or two can seem 
very different to modern life outside the lodge, especially now in our connected and often conflicted 
world, and so it takes time for a new brother to understand and feel comfortable with our ways.  

I hope it is obvious that, as good masons, we are under an obligation to help not only those new 
members still finding their way but also our more established brethren who are taking significant 
steps on their journey. Our mentoring scheme was devised and introduced to ensure that everyone 
who needs such support has systematic and reliable access to wise counsel and guidance.  

We achieve this through effective and conscientious Lodge Mentors appointing a Personal Mentor 
for every brother who needs support. It should be obvious that every Initiate should have a Personal 
Mentor formally appointed, even if that is his proposer. Effective mentoring relationships are one-
to-one, and the Personal Mentor should be chosen because he is a good match to the needs of his 
mentee.  

To help Lodge Mentors and Personal Mentors fulfil their roles the Province provides several different 
types of resources including the personal help of the Provincial Grand Mentor, extensive 
documentation, conferences and training workshops. From the beginning of this year all Initiates 
have received The Initiate’s Guide from the Province.  This is a splendid booklet which answers many 
of the questions our new brethren will have about Freemasonry.  

To help you garner some of the information, including the initiates guide, please see the PGL website 
and look in the Mentors section in the members area.  If you have not registered to access this are 
please follow the instructions on the website. We have also recently developed a seminar for 
personal mentors which will be run every six to eight weeks in 2019. Finally, The Provincial Grand 
Mentor offering one-to-one support for newly appointed Lodge Mentors. If you would like to 
arrange such a meeting, his contact details are in the Year Book or on the mentoring pages of the 
website. 
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The Members’ Pathway 

 At Provincial Grand Lodge the Right 
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master 
informed us of some useful 
assistance given to us by Grand 
Lodge which is known as 'The 
Members' Pathway'. The Pathway 
consists of a series of steps designed 
to assist in the recruitment and 
retention of members. There is 
absolutely no intention that you will 
be expected to read the entire 
document. Consider it something 
that you can 'dip into' and to use as 
you see fit.  The Pathway is 
accessible through Berkshire Team 
App and on our Web site: 
www.berkspgl.org.uk  

Over the next few months the Pathway will be explained to the Members in a series of short 
workshops throughout the Province.  Ask your secretary when they are coming to your area; you are 
welcome to join us.  You never know, you might enjoy it! 

A trial delivery was held a Wokingham and grateful thanks are extended to the Wokingham Masons 
who participated.  The delivery seemed to be appreciated with learning for all present.  The message 
is that of support for the good work already ongoing in the Lodges. 

Over the past few months the Pathway has been tried and tested, the principles work! 

A new Team has been formed to offer support. Do you want to help? Volunteers are always 
welcome - Dark Blue or Light Blue, we welcome all. 

Look out for us and use The Pathway, we will update you regularly.  

WBro Iain Marnock - Provincial Membership Officer 
 

Twyford Snooker Hall 

I visited the Twyford Snooker Hall where the 
Chairman Mr David Warner the Secretary, WBro Bill 
Johns were pleased to acknowledge the grants from 
Ashley Hill Lodge No. 7861 and the Berkshire Masonic 
Charity which exceeded £2,000 - to help with the 

refurbishment of the Hall. The Hall was given to those who played their part 
in WWI, by the people of Twyford.            WBro David Jarvis 

 

http://www.berkspgl.org.uk/
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Masonic Charitable Foundation Presentation  

by WBro Robert Bone 

Confused about the MCF and what the Berkshire 
2023 Festival is for? Then book the 2023 Festival 
Presentation for one of your Lodge meetings. 

The presentation gives information on what the 
Festival is, and crucially where the money raised will 
be going. It is recommended that Brethren see the 
presentation early in the Festival so they have a 
better understanding of what it is about. 

The new 2023 Festival presentation is much shorter 
than the old presentations, it is much better to have 
it as the main item on the agenda for the meeting. It 
also works very well for White Table Nights as wives and partners get to see not only what happens 
when their husbands are at a meeting, but also understanding the larger benefits. 

 The presentation lasts less than 30 minutes – and that includes a Q&A 

 It’s given by two experienced presenters from the presentation team 

 It gives real examples of how people in Berkshire have benefited directly 

 It’s a multi-media presentation 

 It shows how easy it is to contribute 

 It is not a sales pitch, and doesn’t try to make people feel guilty 

 The phrase “Dig deep, Brethren” is not used once! 

 Please contact Mike Male directly (mike@cmslgroup.co.uk or 07768 700133) to find out more. 

 

mailto:mike@cmslgroup.co.uk
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Learning and Development     

The need to become mainstream 

The PGM appointed me Provincial Preceptor at Provincial Grand 
Lodge in September with the express task of making sure that 
learning and development became part of the mainstream within the 
Province.  

Many of you will wonder where this Learning and Development 
(L&D)intiative has come from. You may recall that three years ago, 

the Membership Focus Group(MFG) undertook a series of surveys that enabled members to express 
personal views, experience and expectations. The purpose of these surveys was to consider what 
needed to be done to promote Freemasonry as a relevant, worthwhile and attractive organisation in 
the 21st century.  

The majority of the 80,000 responders stated that understanding our symbolism, moral and 
philosophical issues was essential or at least very important.  Significantly, many expressed interest 
to learn more of our history and traditions.  Royal Arch members had the greatest interest.  This 
interest and expectation to learn was evident across all age groups, particularly amongst newer and 
younger members. Many reported that they had unmet learning expectations and needs, that too 
little time, guidance and support was offered to extend learning beyond performing the ritual and 
ceremonial well.  The results also very stongly suggested that many members have a general lack of 
understanding and a relative dearth of accessible resources to refer to. 

The MFG concluded that whilst the performance of ritual is a highly valued tradition of our 
constitution and social and charitable aspects are of key importance, we were failing many new and 
current members who seek to improve themselves through greater insight, knowledge and 
understanding of Freemasonry.  Furthermore, that only through a personal ability to communicate 
and share these values can Freemasonry hope to demonstrate its worth and value in the 21st 
century.  We are all a vital communication channel and need help and support to fulfil this. 

In the L&D committee we have been preparing to address these findings in a number of ways.  

I imagine there will be some reading the who will feel that this is a bit over the top.  After all, if you 
are really keen to learn you will find a book or search the net won’t you? Surely, it’s a personal 
journey? In some respects yes, but the starting point for most of us is to have what we have 
experienced explained.  The opportunity to offer an explanation in the lodge or chapter can be much 
more effective.  This can signpost relevant material and help us along our own journey. 

We all appreciate that ritual and ceremonies are core to Masonic life.  Whilst many members enjoy 
learning and performing ritual, often key messages and nuances are missed.  The opportunity to 
explore and understand is rarely provided at Lodge or Chapter meetings or is considered a poor 
alternative to a ceremony.   

Many members are curious and have a sincere wish to improve their understanding.  They have 
expectations when they join and these should evolve over time.  We have a responsibility to ensure 
that our members have ready access to the intellectual and practical resources to enhance their 
Freemasonry, fulfill their interest and help them become more rounded and committed members.   

There is a genuine concern that a concentration on the performance of ritual, without appreciating 
what we are doing and why, overlooks the important messages that lie within and is one reason why 
some members choose to leave.   

So what benefit will a learning and development approach offer the individual member? Greater 
understanding will add to enjoyment and improve ceremonies.  Being more knowledgeable will 
boost confidence to talk in a comfortable and open way about what Freemasonry means personally.   
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When learning becomes a regular Lodge and Chapter activity, membership should be more fulfilling 
and meaningful.  In turn, this should aid attendance, retention and engagement. 

We have anticipated this and are providing resources to help them to introduce Solomon and 
develop local learning activities and resources. We wish to be supportive and to work with the 
appointed lead in each Craft and Royal Arch Province and District. 

One of the key areas will be to ensure that material that needs to be presented is delivered in an 
understandable and engaging way.  This takes skill and so we are asking Provinces to identify 
suitable members to be presenters, develop their skills and promote their use.  A critical goal is to 
move away from the days of the boring lecture. 

Learning and Development is closely intertwined with the Members Pathway and in that sense is an 
essential component of our membership strategy.   

May I leave you all with a concluding thought that there are three clear golden-threads to bring 
together, the Members Pathway, Mentoring and Learning & Development.  Integrating them into a 
seamless whole will ensure that lodges and chapters are in a strong position to grow and fulfil their 
obligations to their Members. Solomon is part of the solution.  It will foster curiosity, develop 
understanding and continue to evolve over time. 

How and when can I access it and find out more? 

There is an introductory article from Sir David Wootton in September’s Freemasonry Today and 
there was a special briefing event in late November. The December edition of Freemasonry Today 
will carry a more detailed article and provide each member with an explanatory leaflet.  So, from 
December, everyone will be able to register and enjoy full access to Solomon.    WBro Simon Oliver 

 

 

 Alfred the Great Lodge 8617 

On Monday 
November 5th 
Richard Clooney 
was initiated into 
the Lodge. He was 
proposed by his 
brother, Bro Chris 
Clooney who is 

the Senior Warden. Bro Chris gave the 
charge to the initiate. The whole 
evening was a very friendly and happy 
occasion, and we were also honoured 
by the presence of two Past Provincial 
Grand Masters of Berkshire, in the 
persons of RW Bros Digby Woods and 
Martin Peters, both honorary members 
of the Lodge. 

In the photograph: 

WBro Bill Mattingley, WM 
Bro Chris Clooney, SW 

Bro Richard Clooney, Bro Initiate 
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MMA & BPMGS – Golf Competition 

Maidenhead Masonic Association Lodges (MMA) joined the 
Berkshire Province Masonic Golf Society (BPMGS) members 
for their Inaugural Golf Competition, which was represented 
by five Lodges – Berries, Cookham Manor, Edwin Flavell, 
Ellington and Hundred of Bray. 

BPMGS competed for their own Windsor Cup with 16 BPMGS members battling it out for the honour 
of picking up the prestigious 17th Century trophy. The winner, David Hesketh, scored 39 points and 
defended his title; pipping Mark Hayes by 1 point, who scored 38 points. 

To end BPMGS golfing year and award the money raised (a very healthy sum), we can confirmed that 
the 2018 BPMGS Annual Ladies Night and 
Presentation Dinner will be Friday, 8th 
February 2019 at Castle Royle Golf Club. 
Please book this date in your respective 
diaries. Details on the 5-star menu and price 
will be announced in December. 

BPMGS Hon Sec is also pleased to advise that 
the President Provincial Grand Master RWBro 
Anthony-Howlett Bolton OBE will be in 
attendance, which is great news as he will 
present cheques to the MMA victors Berries 
& Ellington Lodge (pictured below) scoring 
113 points with Cookham Manor Lodge 
runners up on count back over Maidenhead 
Lodge both on 205 points. 

BPMGS Captain, Stephen Belched, presented the Windsor Cup to David Hesketh  

 

MMA Winners: Berries and Ellington Lodges. 

L-R Vice-Captain, Jim Wilson, presented the winners with bottles of bubbly. 
Alan Wakeman, Stephen Belcher, Ken Ramsden, Neil Murphy. 

                       WBro Steve Harvey, BPMGS Secretary  
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Christmas Toys for Children in Hospital  
Royal Berkshire Hospital and Reading Family Aid 

For the fourth year running, Mark Heppelthwaite has organised the toy appeal for 
underprivileged children who are under the care of Reading Family Aid (RFA) and those 
seriously ill children in the three children’s wards at the Royal Berkshire Hospital (RBH). 

With the support from the PGM, 
the appeal was funded by The 
Berkshire Masonic Charity to the 
tune of £6,000.  In addition to the 
financial support from our charity, 
volunteers to deliver and purchase 
the toys came from several lodges 
within the Province.  

The planning for this event started 
in October and once the “orders” 
were received the sourcing of the 
toys began. This proved more 
difficult than in previous years with 
the demise of Toys R Us. However, 
Argos proved a very substitute.  After many diligent hours in front of a computer, several 
hundred different toys were ordered. Next was the long task of crosschecking and boxing up 
the toys to be delivered to the RBH and RFA. 

 The first batch of toys was 
delivered to Reading Family Aid 
on 3rd December.  Ruth Perkins, 
chair of the Charity, was 
overwhelmed by this support 
from Berkshire masons.   

RFA has over 1,700 children 
under their supervision 
throughout the Reading area.  
In addition to the toys,           
Neil Murphy delivered all the 
surplus goody bags from our 
successful Panto trip on           

4th December.  These goody bags were then given to special-needs children, who RFA took 
to a pantomime at the Hexagon in Reading on 8th December. 

The toys for the RBH were delivered on Monday 17th December.   

These will be given to children on Christmas day who are in the Lion and Dolphin Wards and 
the Buscot Baby unit. There was a huge range of toys, from X boxes, computer games 
through to old-fashioned board games.  

The matron and nursing staff were overwhelmed by our generosity and will ensure they all 
find a good home on Christmas morning.     

WBro Roy Stone 
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Khalsa Lodge No. 9743 Installation 

On Saturday, 17th November 2018, Khalsa Lodge No. 9743 held their 16th 
Installation meeting at Sindlesham where WBro Mickey Labana installed 
WBro Tej Sekhon PPAGDC (Bucks) into the Chair of King Solomon.  

There were 109 attending the ceremony of which 86 were guests, three of 
whom had travelled down form Leeds that morning and were returning 
after dinner.  

 

WBro Tej Sekhon (2nd from Right) 
WBro Mickey Labana (far right)     
with the three visitors from Leeds 

 

 

 

WBro Tej Sekhon with the Officers of 
his year - below 

 

 

 

107 sat down to a curry dinner 
in the Abbey Room that 
evening. 

 

Dinner in the Abbey Room 
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DRUMHEAD SERVICE 
 

Entrance of the PGM, the ME Grand Superintendent 
with the PGDC leading 
 
 
 
                  The start of the service with the “Chains” 

        
   
          
    The Drumhead is formed          The DPGM reading a lesson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

DRUMHEAD SERVICE 
 
Provincial Grand Master, “The Unknown Soldier”  
and the Grand Superintendent, Ian Hopgood 
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Pillars of Friendship Lodge No. 8238 

50th Anniversary of Consecration Meeting  

On Friday 23rd November, the Pillars of Friendship Lodge No. 8238, 
under the kind dispensation of the Provincial Grand Master held a 
meeting on the exact Anniversary date of its consecration, which was 
carried out by the then Provincial Grand Master,   RW Bro Brigadier 
Edwin Flavell on 23rd November 1968. 

The Lodge was honoured by the presence of the Provincial Grand Master, the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, the two Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, the Provincial Senior Grand Warden, the 
Provincial Junior Grand Warden, together with virtually all of the current Provincial Grand Officers all 
under the watchful eye of WBro Jim Sampins, Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies.  

In addition, there was a veritable “galaxy” of Grand Officers in attendance.   
 

L to R :  WBro Jim Sampins, WBro Laurence Fretwell, VW Bro Peter Sands, RW Bro Anthony Howlett-Bolton OBE,  
 WBro Julian Pacey, WBro Robin Kent, WBro Colin Payne, WBro Revd David Joynes 

After the Provincial party entered the Lodge, the Lodge Officers carried out a double initiation 
ceremony at which Mr. Mitchell Atkinson and Mr Michael Wright became Bro Mitchell and Bro 
Michael in the time-honoured fashion. Bro Mitchell was only 19 years old and his initiation was 
possible because he is a Lewis - he was proposed for membership by his father, Bro Mark Atkinson. 

The Lodge Officers, all of whom are “Light Blues”, carried out an exemplary ceremony, with Bro Nick 
Sturgess delivering the Charge to the Initiates, for the very first time in his comparatively short 
Masonic career, in a truly memorable fashion. The initiation ceremony was followed by an excellent 
presentation of the Lodge Crest by Bro Peter Tull, performing his first ever work in open Lodge with 
great credit. 

Following the RW Provincial Grand Master taking the Chair and installing his officers, he gave a very 
complimentary address to the Lodge and wished it well in its efforts to reach its Festival 2023 target. 
The Provincial Grand Chaplain, WBro Revd David Joynes, then led a very moving Act of Thanksgiving, 
with some rousing renditions of well-known hymns and a personal address citing the many family 
connections of its members as a very strong thread throughout the history of the Lodge.  

The gavel was then returned to the Worshipful Master, WBro Frank Coppola, who completed the 
agenda and then closed the Lodge.   This   special  meeting,  with  160  brethren  in  attendance, was  
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followed by a very lively Festive Board. The usual toasts were honoured, and a new toast, to the 
Founders and Past Masters of the Lodge, was eloquently given by WBro Rob Fox.  

To top it all off, the raffle raised £1,435.00 and together with a cheque for £450.00 from a previous 
raffle, a sum of £1885.00 was presented to the PGM for Berkshire Festival 2023. Any Founders and 
Past Masters looking down from the Grand Lodge Above would surely have been very proud indeed. 
   

L to R:  Bro. Michael Wright, WBro Iain Marnock (VGO), Bro. Carl Gilbert (Senior Warden)  
 WBro Laurence Fretwell (Provincial Senior Grand Warden), RW Bro Anthony Howlett-Bolton OBE,  
 WBro Frank Coppola (Master), WBro Colin Payne (Provincial Junior Grand Warden),  
 
 
 

 

 

The Edwin Flavell Challenge 

The new Maidenhead Lodges Association is encouraging its 
Lodges to support each other by sharing candidates for 
ceremonies wherever possible and promote more visiting. 

The first of these was The Edwin Flavell  Lodge No. 8503 offering 
a Second Degree candidate and this offer was taken up by The 
Hundred of Bray Lodge No. 6326. 

On Thursday 29th September the meeting took place with over 
half of the Edwin Flavell Lodge members visiting. This added a high level of 
excitement to the evening at Wokingham Centre and was enjoyed by all. 

In the Spirit of their Brigadier namesake, the Edwin Flavell Secretary challenged 
The Hundred of Bray to beat them for the number of visitors to attend the next 
Edwin Flavell meeting.   

Can any other Lodges beat the number of visitors? Prove it and you may get a similar match. 
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Lodge Visiting 

How often do you visit other Lodges?  Do you know which meetings your new Brethren can attend? 
Is it easy for you to find information to help you to visit?  Do you visit other centres in the Province? 

These are among the questions that the Provincial Executive have been considering as they look to 
make the most of existing resources such as Lodge of Commerce and develop additional resources 
and information to help promote visiting in the Province.  Recognising that there are large numbers 
of new members joining the Craft and that over half of the Masters this year are in the Chair for the 
first time the availability of resources to make visiting more accessible is key in helping promote our 
engagement with and enjoyment of Freemasonry. 

The Visiting Encouragement Team, chaired by Tim Lee, Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden, are 
coordinating these resources which are designed to be used by all Berkshire Lodges and Masons, 
including ruling Masters and acting Provincial Officers and also, importantly, our newer Brethren. 

It is hoped these resources will ensure our newer members have the opportunity to attend suitable 
meetings and, together with additional support provided by The Members' Pathway, Mentoring and 
Learning and Development resources, highlighted in The Link’s September issue, will help them on 
their Masonic journey. 

We are all aware that a well-
attended meeting brings its own 
special pleasure and by visiting we 
can all help to support those Lodges 
whose numbers are not as healthy as 
they would like.   

Encouraging our members to visit 
other Lodges, the Executive hope to 
develop not only healthy and 
prospering Lodges, but also to build 
on the existing programmes to 
develop stability and growth. 

More information on this exciting 
development will appear in future 
editions of The Link but to whet your 
appetite, did you know that you are 
able to download to your 
smartphone or tablet a calendar of 
all the Province’s Lodge meetings, 
categorised by the ceremony taking 
place, from the members’ area of the 
Province’s website?  Find it here https://www.berkspgl.org.uk/calendar/      

For more information on visiting in the Province please email the Visiting Encouragement Team at: 
visit@berkspgl.org.uk   

 

https://www.berkspgl.org.uk/calendar/
mailto:visit@berkspgl.org.uk
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Berkshire Festival 2023 

Our festival is, thanks to your generosity off to an excellent start. The graph 
opposite shows we are 25% of the way towards the target of £1.9 million. 
Thank you.  

In addition to the monetary value collected and pledged, over 200 members 
have either bought or have entered into regular payment promises. The 
vast majority of the jewels have been sent out but if you subscribed in the 
last six weeks, the jewels will be sent early in the New Year.  

Can I encourage you 
to use this regular 
payment method?  
Details are on both 
the Provincial 
website and the new Festival 2023 website, 
which launches in early January.  If you are a 
member of several Lodges, your payments to 
each lodge will be automatically totalled up 
and put towards your own personal donation. 

In 
December, 

we held our first Provincial event: the Christmas Party.  Over 200 
members, wives and guests were in the fabulously decorated 
Flavell Suite at Sindlesham on Saturday 15th December 2018.  They 
enjoyed an excellent buffet and danced the night away until 
proceedings came to an end just after midnight. 

During the course of the evening, The PGM drew our first Festival 
2023 raffle.  The first prize of a Villa holiday, including £1,000 of 
spending money, was won by Trevelyan Lodge.  The second prize 
of a portrait in oils was won by Bob Spooner who, earlier in the 
evening, entertained everyone with the Ellington Morris Dancers. 
The third, and final prize in the raffle, a hog roast for 100 people 
was won by Theodore t White Temperance Lodge. 

On addition to the raffle, there was an auction which raised over £4,500.  The highlights of this were:  
a bottle of House of Commons Scotch signed by Margret Thatcher (donated by Carole Hayes); a two-
night stay in a Marriott hotel (donated by Betrand Legoux); and a two week and a further one-week 
holiday for the Villa in Spain donated by John Brunt raised a whopping £2,850. 

Right at the end, John 
Brunt made his villa 
available for another 
auction item and this 
raised a further 
£1,500.   

Overall, the evening 
raised nearly £6,000 
for the Festival 2023 
appeal. A fantastic 
amount, thank you. 
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Lord Harris Court – Christmas Bazaar. 

The Association of Friends of Lord Harris Court held their annual Christmas Bazaar on 
Saturday 1st December. The event was officially opened by the Royal Arch Provincial Grand 

Superintendent, Ian Hopgood (centre), seen here 
with David Lawrenson (left), chairman of the 
Association, and Ray Sharpe (right) the event 
organiser.  

Santa Claus put in his 
usual appearance and 
talked to the children in 
his Grotto. 

Many of the stalls were provided and manned by members of 
various Berkshire Lodges and Chapters, along with live music 
from Brian Bicknell. 

 

Ian Hopgood found time to sample the mulled wine, 
and helped announce the winners of the Grand Draw 
prizes.  

The bazaar raised over £2,200.  

The Association of 
Friends of Lord 
Harris Court was 
formed over 40 
years ago, and 
continues to raise 
money from events 

like the Christmas Bazaar and the Strawberry Fayre, as 
well as generous donations from a number of Lodges and 
Chapters, to support the Home’s residents in many ways, 
including entertainment around the year, Christmas 
presents, and Residents lunches. 

WBro Peter Wells 
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Magical Time for Children 

On the 4th December the Berkshire Masonic Panto 
Project made their annual visit the Theatre Royal 
Windsor for the Dick Whittington Pantomime.  

All of the theatre seats for the afternoon performance 
(over 560 tickets) were bought by the Freemasons of 
Berkshire for disadvantaged, terminally ill, disabled and 
children with learning difficulties along with their 
families or carers which was a great success with all of 
the children and families present with excellent 
interaction by the cast with the children. 

The atmosphere was electric, each child received a 
goodie bag with Xmas gifts and a light stick. It was a 
great joy to experience the atmosphere and a 
tremendous reward for the work put in. The support 
received from all of the Theatre staff was a wonderful 
testimony to the impact on young lives which are 
otherwise so blighted. 

As in previous years the Panto day had many helpers, 
The PGM and many other senior members of the 

Province with their ladies working alongside them. 

As is our normal practice, we invited dignitaries 
from the Charities we support. They joined in the 
fun and were delighted to have been invited.  

A number of the children were invited onto the 
stage and were pleased as punch to meet Steven 
Blakely, Kevin Cruise, Basil Brush, Mike Read,             
Anita Harris and Marti Webb among others. 
 

 

Wokingham Lodge – Initiation 

Mr Rodney Gale was initiated 
in Wokingham Lodge            
No. 8691 on Thursday,           
6th December. Over 80 
brethren attended, of which           
45 were guests. The Lodge 
was honoured by the 
presence of the PGM RW 
Anthony Howlett-Bolton OBE 
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Theodore White Temperance            
Presentation 

 

A 60 year certificate presented by WBro Gerry Preston to WBro Brian Barrow of the Theodore White 
Temperance Lodge 3795 on Saturday 8th December 2018  

 

 

 

Didcot Lodge Project 

Plans to start a new lodge in Didcot are progressing well and the group are planning for a September 
2019 consecration.  

The group of twenty founders includes six from outside Berkshire who have moved to live in Didcot. 
Didcot Civic Hall has agreed to rent rooms out to the lodge and to store the furniture which they 
have been able to source from near and far.  

Thanks to some very kind donations of furniture the group have been able to keep the founders fee 
below £150. 

The most pleasant surprise has been the level of interest in masonry in the town. Ten men have 
expressed their interest in joining masonry having seen the online advertisements for founders.  

There will be at least five candidates out of these ten so plenty of work for a few years and that’s 
without even trying to recruit! 

The group is delighted to have forged a strong friendship and partnership with Ingham Clark Lodge 
which was created by a group of Didcot men just over 50 years ago and meet in Wallingford. Ingham 
Clark Lodge will be the sponsoring lodge and the two Lodges are looking forward to working closely 
together to promote masonry in the town. 

While there are just enough founders to make the lodge viable, we would ideally like to attract 
another 5 to 10 founders to ensure a solid start to this new and historical venture. 

If you, or anyone you know, are interested please email didcotfreemasons@outlook.com for more 
information. 

WBro Maurice Dixon - Didcot Lodge Steering Group Chair 

 

mailto:didcotfreemasons@outlook.com
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Reading Lodge of Union No. 414 

Ladies Festival 
On Saturday 24th November Reading Lodge of Union No. 414 held a Ladies 
festival where 130 guest turned out for the occasion and were entertained 

by the covers band “The Difference” who were in tremendous form. 

A raffle was held with many quality gifts in aid of two charities, Wokingham and Bracknell Mencap 
and S.A.N.D.S - an organisation that offers support and bereavement counselling in cases of still 
born birth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The generosity of all those present raised the superb amount of £2,000 to be split between the two 
charities and Worshipful Master Steve Carroll and his good lady Anne-Marie would like to thank all 
those brethren, family and friends for their kind and generous support. 

Owen Doe - Festival Secretary 
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