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Since the Board reported to Grand Lodge on lotteries in March 1981 and September 1983, there has 
been no significant change in the law on the subject. There has, however, been a change in Grand 
Lodge’s approach towards outside bodies and the public in general. The Board has considered its 
previous reports in the light of that change, and hopes that the Grand Lodge will endorse the following 
statement on lotteries. 
 
There is no inherent Masonic objection to any form of lottery currently permitted by law, and a lottery 
with a Masonic character may, therefore, be used by members of the Craft to raise money for any 
lawful purpose, subject to the qualifications set out below. Such a lottery should, in general, be used 
to raise money only for charity, other benevolent purposes, or some other specific object not directed 
to private gain; no form of lottery should in any circumstances be used to defray the general running 
expenses of a Lodge, Province or District. 
 
a) Lottery has a Masonic character if it is promoted or run by Freemasons a). who declare their 
capacity as such; or 
b) For a purpose, or on behalf of a body, which is identifiably Masonic, whether or not the purpose or 
body includes words such as “Masonic” or “Freemason” in its title or description. 
 
The Board considers it essential that the purpose for which any such lottery is held is clearly stated to 
anyone to whom chances in the lottery are offered for sale. It does not accord with the spirit of 
Masonic charity or of Masonic bodies that lotteries should be held which seek money under the 
banner of Freemasonry from other than Masonic sources (Masonic sources include anyone who has 
a family or other close personal connection with the Craft or with any of its members). It is therefore 
inappropriate for tickets for a lottery with a Masonic character to be made available for sale to the 
public at large. 
 
The responsibility for compliance with the provisions of the law rests firmly on those responsible for 
promoting and assisting in the running of lotteries. It is the duty of such Brethren to ensure, by 
obtaining where necessary appropriate procedural and legal advice, that the Craft is not brought into 
disrepute by any failure to meet all legal requirements, or for any other reason. Advice is readily 
available from, among others, the Gaming Board for Great Britain, local authorities, the National 
Council for Voluntary Organisations and the Institute of Charity Fundraising Managers. 
 
Three classes of lottery are currently permitted by the law of England and Wales (except in the case 
of local authorities), namely small lotteries incidental to exempt entertainments, private lotteries and 
society’s lotteries.  
a. The Board sees no objection to “small lotteries incidental to exempt entertainments” (for example, a   
raffle at a dinner), provided that the entertainment is of a Masonic character.  
b. A “private lottery” (for example a “100 club”) is subject to complex and restrictive rules with which it 
is difficult to comply, and the Board therefore considers that such lotteries, if appropriate for Masonic 
purposes, should be subject to the same restrictions as society’s lotteries (see below). 
c. A “society’s lottery”, for which registration of the organisation is required, is appropriate for 
fundraising on a larger scale, for example a Provincial Benevolent Fund or one of the Masonic 
Charities or local charities, or when a Private Lodge sponsors a special appeal. The written leave of 
the Provincial or District Grand Master (or, in London, of the Board of General  
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