
 

 
 

 
Hand Out 4  

 

Charities Act 1993 and Charities Act 2006 

 

 

Fund Raising: 

 

 Lodges must state clearly the destination of any funds to be collected: this also applies to quasi Masonic 

functions such as ladies festival raffles, quiz nights, social gatherings etc. If a specific charity is named, 

i.e. Cancer Relief or the RMBI, then the proceeds must go to that charity. If fund raising is generally ‘for 

charity’, the proceeds must be used for charitable purposes, as defined by the Act. 

 

Benevolent Funds: 

 

 There is no reason why monies collected for benevolent purposes should not continue to be applied in 

traditional areas, i.e. widows Christmas gifts or funeral flowers, provided that the destination of said funds 

has been clearly announced before collection as the Lodge Benevolent Fund. It is suggested that an item 

on the summons ‘To the cause of charity’, or other similar wording, may better be expressed as ‘To 

collect for Benevolence’  

Benevolent funds can also be applied for charitable purposes. 

 

Lodge Accounts: 

 

 It is appropriate for lodges to maintain three main types of accounts: a general account for all lodge 

general income and expenditure, a benevolent account and a charity account. Clear accounting, 

auditing/examining and reporting is essential: this includes quasi Masonic functions. Some Lodges hold 

the General, Benevolent and Charity funds in one bank account. This is permissible, as long as the funds 

are separately accounted for. Under no circumstances can Benevolent or Charity funds be used to defray 

lodge expenses or support General account insolvency. 

 

Please remember that this is not an example of Grand Lodge or ‘Province’ trying to interfere in the day to 

day running of private lodges. The Charities Act is law, and we are required to conform.  

 

Ladies Nights: 

 

Receipt and disbursements for Ladies Nights and similar functions must never be included in the accounts 

relating to Lodge Funds 

 

When examining accounts the Provincial Treasurer will be looking to ensure that these requirements are 

being followed 
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