
Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment 

Festive Board Questions & Answers 

 

June 2017 - Consecration Meeting at Sindlesham 

 

WM: Brother Junior Warden. What is today’s question from the South? 

 

JW: Worshipful Master. We have just witnessed the Consecration of our new Lodge with a ceremony 

which is rich is Historical and Symbolic references, which I am sure many brethren attending here today 

would wish to understand. Can we enlighten them? 

 

WM: Brother Senior Warden. Have you an answer which will enlighten our Brother Junior Warden and 

the brethren attending here today? 

 

SW: Worshipful Master. The Consecration Ceremony we have witnessed here today is indeed full of 

Historical and Symbolic references, which the members of this Lodge will endeavour to explain at the 

next meeting of the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment to be held on Wednesday 20
th

 September 2017 at 

the Wokingham Masonic Centre, to which everyone will be most welcome. 

 

September 2017 – Emergency Meeting at Wokingham 

 

WM: Brother Junior Warden. What is today’s question from the South? 

 

JW: Worshipful Master.  During the Questions put to an Entered Apprentice prior to his being Passed to 

the Second Degree, the Worshipful Master asks him, “Where he was made a Mason.” To which he 

answers “In the Body of a Lodge, Just, Perfect and Regular”. What does this mean. 

 

WM: Brother Senior Warden. Have you an answer which will enlighten our Brother Junior Warden and 

the brethren attending here today? 

 

SW: Worshipful Master. In the Explanation of the Ceremony of Consecration presented tonight, it was 

mentioned that the Lodge would not be “Regular” unless it had received a Warrant from the Grand 

Master, and that this Warrant should be displayed at every Lodge meeting. The other requirement for a 

Lodge to lawfully meet, is that there should be at least seven members present comprising a Master, two 

Wardens, two Fellowcrafts and two Entered Apprentices thus rendering it “Perfect”, and that a copy of 

the VSL should be present and open rendering the Lodge “Just”.  

 

December 2017 – Regular Meeting at Sindlesham 

 

WM: Brother Junior Warden. What is today’s question from the South? 

 

JW: Worshipful Master. In my capacity as Provincial Mentor I am often asked by Lodge Mentors for 

suggestions on which books to read to gain Masonic knowledge. What should we answer to such 

questions? 

 

WM: Brother Senior Warden. Have you an answer which will enlighten our Brother Junior Warden and 

the brethren attending here today? 

 

SW: Worshipful Master. It is a fact that today younger brethren are more likely to consult the Internet to 

obtain Masonic Knowledge, but this carries certain risks as much that is found there relates to other 

constitutions such as the American and Scottish.  My personal recommendation would be to start by 

consulting three main reference books: 

 

“The Freemason at Work” by W.Bro. Harry Carr 

“Symbolism in Craft Freemasonry” by W.Bro. Colin Dyer. 

“The Meaning of Masonry” by W.Bro. Walter Leslie Wilmhurst. 



These three books will provide a good grounding for future more advanced study, for which there are 

many books dedicated to particular aspects of the Craft, details of which can be found on the Provincial 

Grand Mentor’s website. 

 

March 2018 – Emergency Meeting at Newbury 

 

WM: Brother Junior Warden. What is today’s question from the South? 

 

JW: Worshipful Master. In the Long Explanation of the Second Degree Working Tools in Emulation 

Working, we are extolled to avoid avarice, injustice, malice, revenge and envy, and also not to be an 

“Enthusiast” of Religion. Surely there can be no harm in being enthusiastic in the pursuit of our 

Masonry. 

 

WM: Brother Senior Warden. Have you an answer which will enlighten our Brother Junior Warden and 

the brethren attending here today? 

 

SW: Worshipful Master. This is yet another example of the antiquity of the Craft Ritual, where the 

original meaning of the words used are not the same as we understand today. 

 

Just as in the definition of Freemasonry as a “Peculiar System of Morality, Veiled in Allegory and 

Illustrated by Symbols”, Peculiar here does not mean Unusual, Strange or Odd, but with its original 

meaning of Particular, Special or Unique. 

 

The meaning of “Enthusiast” has also changed over the centuries since the Ritual was devised. Its 

original meaning according to Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary of 1756 being: “One who vainly imagines a 

private revelation: or one who has a vein confidence of his personal contact with God”. In other words 

an arrogant person who believes he knows all the answers. 

 

So not the virtuous qualities expected of a mason. 

 

 

June 2018 – Installation Meeting at Sindlesham 

 

WM: Brother Junior Warden. What is today’s question from the South? 

JW: Worshipful Master, in the First Degree we are told to avoid animosity and discord between 

brethren in the Lodge and that, if it occurs, ‘… it were better that one or both of you retire than that the 

harmony of the Lodge should be disturbed’. Why do we place such importance on the preservation of 

harmony? 

WM: Brother Senior Warden. Have you an answer which will enlighten our Brother Junior Warden and 

the brethren attending here today? 

SW: Worshipful Master, Brethren, the short answer is that harmonious relations between us is one way 

we can demonstrate Brotherly Love, the first grand principle of our Order. 

The ideal Lodge is perhaps best described as a group of friends who meet together to practise 

Freemasonry and it is only by supporting each other through harmonious relationships that we can 

achieve our masonic objectives. The Lodge should be a safe space in which we can use our masonic 

system to pursue ‘… that most interesting of all human studies …’ and the starting point of our 

improvement – ‘… the knowledge of ourselves.’ As usual, the ritual has much to say on the subject. 

I can give two examples which I hope will add to the answer: 

The first comes from the First Emulation Lecture in which the Master asks the candidate: “What do you 

come here to do?” 

The response is: “To learn to rule and subdue my passions and make a further progress in Masonry.” 



The second will be familiar to those of us who regularly hear the extended version of the Second Degree 

working tools, a piece which contains a beautiful and concise explanation of the essence of 

Freemasonry. This short section, however, simply addresses the ultimate goal of our masonic life: ‘To 

steer the bark of this life over the seas of passion without quitting the helm of rectitude is the highest 

perfection to which human nature can attain’. A journey of self-improvement towards the goal of perfect 

human nature, ‘without quitting the helm of rectitude’. 

Brethren, it’s all in the ritual. 

WM: Brethren, as our Senior Warden said, ‘It’s all in the Ritual’, but in order to be guided and 

enlightened by what we find there, it’s necessary that we not only look at and listen to those words, but 

contemplate what was intended by the authors by looking through and behind the words to find the 

ultimate Truth, which can then be applied to our Masonic journey through this life. 

 


