
Explaining the Ceremony of Consecration 

Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment 

No: 9946 

 

September Meeting at Wokingham Masonic Centre. 

 

 
1 - Introduction (Simon Oliver) 

 

This being the first Meeting of the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment following the Consecration in 

June, it was thought appropriate that we examine in more detail the history, development and 

symbolism of the Ceremony of Consecration of a new Lodge. 

 

The word Consecration, which comes from Middle English via a Latin root, is understood by most 

people today to have religious connotations, but originally it had the much wider meaning of being 

dedicated to a morally and spiritually excellent purpose, and therefore entirely appropriate when 

applied to the formation of a new Masonic Lodge. 

 

This evening we will endeavour to explain the underlying Symbolism of various parts of the 

Ceremony, and especially to expand on the historical and cultural aspects of what happened. 

 

Brother Senior Warden. 

 

2 - Warrant (John Avery) 

 

Although we are this year celebrating the formation of the first or Premier Grand Lodge in 1717, 

little is known about the form that a Ceremony of Consecrating a new lodge would have taken at 

that time. What is known is that prior to the formation of the Premier Grand Lodge Private Lodges 

met without any authorisation from a governing body, and as such would not have had a Charter or 

Warrant. 

 

These days no Private Lodge can exist or hold meetings without a Warrant from the United Grand 

Lodge of England being present and being displayed. The granting of a Warrant for a New Lodge is 

therefore a most significant event, and is one of the reasons why the whole content of the Warrant is 

read at the Consecration Ceremony. 

 

As the Warrant contains the names of the founding Rulers of the Lodge in the persons of the 

Founding Worshipful Master and his Wardens, it is also necessary during the ceremony to ask the 

Petitioners to confirm that they agree to become Founding Members of the new Lodge under those 

Founding Rulers. 

 

The Warrant thereby becomes the document that cements and binds the Founders and the issuing 

Grand Lodge together, thereby rendering the Lodge Regular. 

 

3 - Outline of Consecration Ceremony (Neil Harvey) 

 

As some of you may not have attended our Consecration in June, or even the Consecration of the 

Constructors Lodge last week, we will start by outlining the floor procedures that accompanied each 

part of the ceremony. 

 

The meeting opened with the Consecrating Officer, the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, 

entering the temple accompanied by his team. The Provincial Senior and Junior Grand Wardens 

then took their place and a Lodge was opened in all three degrees. This is one of the reasons why 

only Master Masons are permitted to attend a Consecration. 



The Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, who is referred to throughout as the Consecrating 

Officer, then addressed the assemble brethren on the purpose of the meeting, and the Provincial 

Grand Chaplain said a prayer. The Consecrating Director of Ceremonies then addressed the 

Consecrating Officer with a request from the Petitioners that, having received a Warrant 

from the Most Worshipful The Grand Master, they be Constituted into a Lodge under the title 

the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment. 

 

The Consecrating Officer then requested the Petitioners to stand in the body of the Lodge 

while the Consecrating Secretary read the Warrant from the Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

 

The Petitioners were then asked if they approved of those named in the Warrant to be the 

Founding Rulers of the Lodge, and the Petitioners affirmed this with the Sign of Fidelity. 

 

The Consecrating Officer then agreed to proceed to Consecrate the new Lodge according to 

ancient usage, and the Petitioners resumed their seats. Here it should be noted that the term 

“ancient usage” is slightly misleading as it is not known precisely how Lodges were 

Consecrated prior to the formation of the first Grand Lodge in 1717, and the first indication 

we have of the manner in which new lodges were constituted appears in Anderson’s 

Constitutions which were published in 1723 under the heading: “Here follows the Manner of 

constituting a New Lodge as practiced by the Most Worshipful Grand Master according to 

the ancient Usages of Masons”. 

 

Unfortunately Anderson did not include details of the Ancient Usages, so we are left with a 

rather sketchy description of what appears to be an extended form of the Installation 

Ceremony for a new Master, with no reference to the use of the Elements of Consecration, 

the Corn, Wine and Oil. 

 

The Consecrating Chaplain then delivered an Oration. 

 

4 - Oration by the Provincial Grand Chaplain (Terry Speight) 

 

In his opening observations W.Bro. Stephen Cousins, the Consecrating Chaplain, drew attention to 

the solemnity of the occasion and noted that to Consecrate was an ancient act that from the earliest 

times set aside some item or place or building and to dedicate it to a sacred or holy purpose. 

 

He confirmed that the word “Lodge” did not mean the building we meet in but the brethren who 

constitute the membership. The concept of a Lodge being in some ways imaginary and 

insubstantial. While the members will, over the years, change the Lodge will always exist, 

consecrated to the service of God and man. 

 

He then confirmed that the choice of the name “The Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment” indicated 

that the founding members were dedicated to the task of inspiring and assisting those brethren who 

attend the meetings to make their daily advancement in Masonic Knowledge. 

 

The Provincial Grand Chaplain concluded his Oration by calling on the Great Architect to bless and 

guide the founders in their great work, and to encourage them by quoting an ancient parable, “A 

tree planted to bear fruit will yield its produce even to those who throw stones at it” and encouraged 

the Founders to ignore such stone throwers for the sake of the benefit that this new Lodge will 

provide to the Brethren of the Province of Berkshire. 

 

There then followed an Anthem and a Prayer of Dedication. 

 

With the Founders standing in the body of the Lodge and everyone facing East, the Consecrating 

Officer then Delivered the Invocation. This is a request to the Great Architect, known for His 



mercy and constancy in keeping covenants, to show mercy and to listen and respect the prayers 

and requests of the Founders of the new Lodge. 

 

The Choir then sang the First Anthem. 

 

5 - Lodge Board (John Avery) 

 

It is at this point in the ceremony that the Lodge Board, which had been lying on the floor in 

the centre of the temple, covered with a veil, was uncovered. 
 

During the Ceremony of Consecration the Consecrating Officer, deposits the Elements of 

Consecration, Corn, Wine and Oil, on the Lodge Tracing Board with words such as: 

“I scatter Corn on this Lodge as a Symbol of Plenty and Abundance.” 

 

This action requires a little explanation. Why, for example, is the Tracing Board considered to be 

synonymous with the Lodge?  Surely, as the Chaplain confirmed in his Oration, it is the Founding 

Brethren who should be considered as the Lodge. But this is a modern interpretation and to 

understand the symbolic meaning of this action we must go back to a time over three hundred years 

ago prior to the founding of the Premier Grand Lodge in 1717. 

 

In those early days Masonic Lodges only assembled once or twice a year, and their meetings were 

usually in the upper rooms of taverns, ale houses or coffee shops. These meeting rooms were quite 

austere, with bare wooden floorboards on which the Masons would draw the symbols required for 

the ceremony to be worked, probably in chalk. This act was known as “Drawing the Lodge” and 

had to be done for each Lodge Meeting, which was not too much of a task due to the infrequency of 

meetings. 

 

Naturally these marks had to be removed after the meeting so they could not be seen by non-

masons, a task that was the responsibility of the Tyler, usually assisted by the most recent Entered 

Apprentice.  

 

Now as Freemasonry became more popular and the Lodges started meeting on a more regular basis, 

this task of “Drawing the Lodge” each time became much more of a chore, and another method was 

devised by drawing the symbols onto a canvas cloth which could be rolled-up after the meeting and 

taken away ready for the next meeting. 

 

Naturally this constant rolling and un-rolling resulted in the canvas falling apart, so it was attached 

to a wooden frame or board, resulting in the name “Lodge Board” being adopted. Also to enable the 

symbols to be seen more clearly these Lodge Boards were often supported on trestles, much like 

those used by paper-hangers today. This ultimately resulted in them being referred to as Lodge 

Trestle Boards, as can be seen on the front of an early published print of Anderson’s Constitutions. 

 

These Trestle Boards are of course still with us but have undergone an unexplained change of name 

and are now referred to as Tracing Boards. But as can be seen by tracing their history back in time 

there is a direct connection with the Drawing of the Lodge on the floor of the first meeting places. 

This action caused the Lodge to come into existence, so when the Consecrating Officer Scatters 

Corn and pours Wine and Oil on the Lodge Board, he is in fact symbolically pouring it on the 

Lodge itself. 

 

The reason why it is not the Third Degree Board, consistent with the degree in which the Lodge is 

opened, can be explained by the fact that the early lodges only had two degrees, most Freemasons 

being Fellowcrafts. The Degree of a Master Mason would not appear for many years, and then only 

for those preparing for Installation as Worshipful Master.  

 



Also it cannot be lost on anyone that the Consecration Elements of Corn, Wine and Oil are in fact 

the payments received by Entered Apprentices, while the Fellowcrafts were paid in Specie which 

they received in the Middle Chamber. That is coinage with an intrinsic value, such as silver or gold. 

 

We first encounter Corn, Wine & Oil as symbols of obedience in the VSL in the book of 

Deuteronomy Ch 7 v13, “Listen to these directions, be true to them and observe them and in return 

your God will be true to his covenant with you. He will bless you and the produce of the soil, your 

corn, wine and oil.”  

 

So let’s take a more detailed look at these Elements of Consecration as used in our Consecration 

Ceremony, and the symbolism attached to each. 

 

6 - Corn (Ian Clark) 

 

Place Jar of Corn on Tracing Board 

 

During the Consecration Ceremony the Consecrating Officer scattered Corn on the Lodge Board 

with the words, “I scatter Corn on this Lodge as a Symbol of Plenty and Abundance. May the 

blessings of Morality and Virtue increase under its auspices, producing fruit an hundredfold.” 

 

Although Corn, Wine and Oil are mentioned eighteen times in the Volume of the Sacred Law the 

corn of the biblical era would not have been the grain we call Corn today. This was only discovered 

in the new world as Native American Indian maize. The grain referred to in the bible would have 

been barley, wheat or spelt.  

 

An ear of grain has been an emblem of plenty with beginnings lost in the mists of antiquity, and 

which shroud the beginnings of mythology.  The Romans considered the goddess of abundance and 

agriculture to be Ceres whose name we still honor today in the word cereal.  The Greeks called her 

Demeter, a corruption of Gemeter, or mother earth.  She is usually depicted as a sculpture wearing a 

garland of grain and carrying ears of grain in her hand.  These represent the fruits of the ground, 

God’s good gifts, and are representative of the fertility of the country.  

 

King David enumerates them among the great blessings bestowed by God and recorded in the 

Psalms as, “wine that makes glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread 

which strengthens man’s heart.”   In the book of Deuteronomy Moses declares, “that I will give you 

the rain on your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your 

corn, and your wine”. 

 

In the Hebrew language, Shibboleth means both an ear of corn and a flood of water.  Both being 

symbols of abundance, plenty and wealth, and easily recognised by Masons as important concepts 

in our Second Degree Ritual. 

 

7 - Wine (Stan Crooks) 

 

Place Jar of Wine on Tracing Board 

 

During the Consecration Ceremony the Consecrating Officer poured Wine on the Lodge Board with 

the words, “I pour Wine on this Lodge as a Symbol of Joy and Cheerfulness. May gladness and 

rejoicing fill the hearts of its Members” 

 

As mentioned earlier Wine in association with Corn and Oil are mentioned many times in the Bible, 

but the history of wine making from grapes in biblical times is uncertain. 

 

Vineyards were highly esteemed in ancient biblical times both as wealth and for comfort. The 

pleasant shade of the “vine and fig tree” was a part of ancient hospitality.  Vineyards on mountain 



sides or hills were most carefully tended and protected against washing away by terraces and walls, 

as may still be seen today on hillsides on the banks of the Rhine.   

 

Even when taking the Children of Israel into captivity to Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar left 

behind those who tended animals and the vine-dressers as recorded in the Royal Arch Ritual. 

 

How and when the production of wine commenced on any great scale is not recorded. However the 

oldest known location where wine was produced in any quantity is in Armenia and dates back more 

than 6,000 years. The Grape Seeds found there are from a grape variety still used today. 

 

Probably most of the early wine of Old Testament days was red, but later the white grape must have 

come to be appreciated, as it is the principal grape produced today in that region of the world. 

 

However traditional Sacramental Wine used by both Jews and Christians is always Red. 

 

The name Wine comes from the Latin Vinum which is a direct translation of the Hebrew word 

Yayin meaning “Juice of the Grape” either in its fermented or un-fermented form, literally meaning 

“what is pressed out.” 

 

The Bible also speaks of wine in general terms as a bringer of joy, particularly in the context of 

nourishment and feasting. In Ecclesiastes Chapter 9 verse 7 we find the direction, “Go, eat your 

food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that God favors what you 

do.” 

 

However care must be taken as recorded in the book of Genesis. After surviving the flood Noah 

planted a vineyard and in time produced grapes and wine. Unfortunately, and for whatever reason, 

Noah consumed too much wine, became intoxicated and fell asleep in his tent naked, thus ruining 

his reputation with those he had lead to safety from the flood. 

 

8 - Oil (Ian Hopgood) 

 

Place Jar of Oil on Tracing Board 

 

During the Consecration Ceremony the Consecrating Officer poured Oil on the Lodge Board with 

the words, “I pour Oil on this Lodge as a Symbol of Peace and Unanimity. May peace rest and 

abide with its members always.” 

 

Anointing with oil is mentioned 20 times in Scripture, and was used in the Old Testament for 

pouring on the head of the high priest and his descendants and sprinkling the tabernacle and its 

furnishings to mark them as holy and dedicate them for the use of the Lord. 

 

The recipe for anointing oil is to be found in the book of Exodus, and comprises Olive Oil with the 

addition of spices such as Myrrh, Cinnamon and other natural ingredients such as Sweet Calamus 

known to us today as Lemon Grass. 

 

There is no indication that the oil or the ingredients had any supernatural power. Rather, the 

strictness of the guidelines for creating the oil was a test of the obedience of the Israelites and a 

demonstration of their absolute obedience to the word of God. 

 

The Oil used in the Consecration Ceremony of our Lodge was not made according to this recipe, 

but was pure olive oil, but still preserved the same symbolism.   

 

Those of you who are Royal Arch Companions and have passed the Principals Chairs will be well 

acquainted with the act of Anointing with Oil. In the Bible this act has great significance and 

symbolism.  In Psalm 133 verses 1 & 2 we find, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers 



dwell in unity. It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of 

Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes.”  

 

Another practical use of oil is to lubricate and decrease friction, and so symbolically increase Peace, 

Harmony and Unanimity.  Oil has therefore come to be regarded as having the ability to soothe as 

implied in the statement, “to pour oil on troubled waters.” Thus, oil has become associated with 

efforts to bring about peace. Hence the source of the sentiments uttered by the Consecrating Officer, 

when pouring oil on the Lodge Board, as a Symbol of Peace and Unanimity. 

 

9 - Hindsight (John Avery) 

 

It obviously matters very little what variety of Grain is used, or the composition of the Oil and the 

type of Wine we employ in the Consecration Ceremony.  The symbolism will be the same, since the 

brethren assembled will not know the actual character of the fruits of the earth being used, the 

symbolism being paramount. The main theme is that “Fruits of the Earth” are being used, no matter 

which fruits they are. 

 

It may be noted, however, that “new wine” or unfermented grape juice was also used by the 

children of Israel as a sacrificial wine, the ordinary grape juice in no way destroys the symbolism.   

Mineral oil, of course is oil, and is a “fruit of the earth” in the sense that it comes from the “clay 

which is constantly being employed for man’s use.” But there is no indication in either the Volume 

of the Sacred Law or Masonic writings, that Mineral Oil was ever used in Consecrations. 

 

The oil of Biblical days was wholly vegetable, whether it was the olive oil of commerce, or the oil 

of cedar as was used in burials.  Corn, Wine and Oil were the wages paid to our ancient brethren.  

They were the “Mason’s Wages” in the days of King Solomon.  Masons these days receive no 

material wages for their labors; the work done in a lodge is paid for only in the coin of the heart.  

But those wages are no less real.   

 

They may sprout as does the grain, strengthen as does the wine, nourish as does the oil.  How much 

we receive and what we do with our wages depends entirely on our Masonic work. 

 

A brother obtains from his lodge and from this Order only what he puts into it.  Our ancient 

brethren were paid for their physical labors.  Whether their wages were paid for work performed 

upon the mountain and in the quarries, or whether they received corn, wine and oil because they 

labored in the fields or vineyards. It was true then, and it is true now, that only “by the sweat of thy 

brow shalt thou eat bread.”   

 

To receive the equivalent of Corn, Wine and Oil, a brother today as in the past, must labour.  He 

must till the fields of his own heart or build the temple of his own “house not made with hands”. He 

must labor for his neighbour or carry stones for his brother’s temple. 

 

These are the symbolic teaching we should associate with the application of the Elements of 

Consecration, the Corn the Wine and the Oil. 

 

10 - Salt (Kevin Barclay) 

 

Place Jar of Salt on Tracing Board 

 

During the Consecration Ceremony the Consecrating Officer also sprinkled Salt on the Lodge 

Board with the words “I sprinkle Salt on this Lodge, as a Symbol of Friendship and Fidelity. May 

prosperity, happiness and peace attend this Lodge and its members till time shall be no more. 

 

The inclusion of Salt in the Ceremony of Consecration is a recent addition, as originally only the 

Consecrating Elements of Corn, Wine and Oil were included. 



 

A search of the available literature has failed to reveal exactly when Salt was first added to the 

traditional Elements of Consecration used under the English Constitution. The description of the 

Ceremony of Consecration contained in William Preston’s writings of 1742 only mentions the three 

elements of Corn, Wine and Oil. However the description of a Ceremony of Laying a Foundation 

Stone in Switzerland around that time, does contain the instruction that it shall be sprinkled with 

salt using the words, “May this undertaking, contrived by wisdom, be executed in strength and 

adorned with beauty, so that it may be a house where peace, harmony, and brotherly love shall 

perpetually abide.” 

 

The Scriptures have many references to salt. Jesus said of his Disciples, “Ye are the salt of the 

earth, but if the salt has lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted”.  Ezra speaks of eating “the salt 

of the palace” as a synonym for hospitality. The “covenant of salt” represents a binding agreement. 

This idea of salt used as a seal of a compact or covenant is all pervading in Middle Eastern literature 

and legend, and is a symbol of preservation.  

 

In the consecration ceremony, it reminds us of the preservation of the way of life we follow as 

Freemasons, the flavouring of our Lodge and life with the spirit of friendship, hospitality, and true 

brotherhood. 

This is why not only was Salt sprinkled on the Lodge Board, but also placed on the shoulder of 

every one of the Founding Members, in order symbolically to bind them together in Brotherly Love. 

Bishop Pillai, from India, testifies that the salt covenant is much more than a covenant of friendship. 

It is an irrevocable pledge and promise of fidelity, and testifies that those who have taken salt 

together would rather die before they would break their covenant. 

It is commonly believed that Roman Soldiers were paid their wages in Salt, as it was precious and, 

in some places, difficult to come by. However, this idea came from the Roman writer Pliny the 

Elder, who suggested that the word “salarium” or salary, came from the Latin word “salarius” or 

salt, and said this was because in the old days soldiers were paid in salt. This however has been 

found to be untrue, as it is reliably recorded elsewhere that Roman Soldiers were paid in Specie, 

with which they could Purchase salt, a valuable commodity at that time. 

In Pliny's time salt was also considered a valuable medicine for various ailments. It was taken to 

neutralize the effects of opium, and above all it was valued as a cure for leprosy. 

To us, for whom salt is one of the commonest and cheapest of commodities, the importance 

attached to it by all peoples of antiquity seems disproportionate. Yet, throughout recorded history, 

salt has played a prominent part in social life, as well as in religious ceremonies. 

Its use in our Consecration Ceremony is therefore entirely appropriate. 

11 - Conclusion of Ceremony (Neil Harvey) 

 

The Founding Brethren then all faced East while the Consecrating Officer concluded the ceremony 

with the words, “To God and His Service we dedicate this Lodge.  Also to the memory of the 

Royal Solomon, under whose auspices many of our Masonic mysteries had their origin. 

 

The Petitioners then resumed their seats, and the Choir sang the Second Anthem. 

 

At this point the Chaplain entered carrying the censer containing the burning incense. 

 

 

 



12 - Incense (Terry Speight) 

 

With all the Brethren standing to order, the Chaplain carrying the censer with burning Incense, 

perambulated round the Lodge three times repeating the words from Exodus Chapter 30: 

 

On the First perambulation: 

“And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense.”  

 

On the Second  perambulation: 

“Every morning when he dresses the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it.”  

 

On the Third perambulation: 

“And when Aaron lights the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it.  

A perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your generations.” 

 

Many freemasons, on attending a Ceremony of Consecration of a New Lodge for the first time, may 

be surprised at the use of incense, as this is the only occasion when the use of incense, or even a 

reference to incense is to be found in a modern Masonic context. 

 

However, originally the Pot of Incense was an ornament in a Master Mason’s Lodge and a symbolic 

item to be found on a Third Degree Tracing Board, together with the Pot of Manna, the Scythe, the 

Beehive, the Hourglass and several other items that have long since been lost from our symbolism. 

 

The smoke of burning incense is interpreted by all Christian churches as a symbol of the prayer of 

the faithful rising to heaven, and Incense is often used as part of a purification ritual or, as in this 

case, a consecration. 

 

Incense burning is an ancient religious ritual common to Egypt, India and East Asia. It is steeped in 

symbolism. In Buddhism the burning of an incense stick resulting in fragrant smoke teaches the 

necessity to burn away negative qualities within oneself in order to reveal the pure self within. 

 

Reminding us of the words of the Third Degree Charge. 

 

The aroma of incense, typically derived from herbs, flowers and other natural sources, purifies the 

atmosphere and inspires us to develop a pure mind. The fragrance it gives off spreads far and wide, 

just as a good deed brings benefits to many. Incense rises and dissolves into the air, subtly 

reminding the viewer of the transient nature of existence. 

 

It should also be noted that before the Chaplain entered with the incense those present were only 

employing sight and sound, which the incense has now enabled us to expanded to include the 

additional sense of smell, thus increasing the mood and energy of the occasion. The most common 

incense used in such ceremonies is Frankincense, which is thought to promote calm and peace, and 

was of course one of the gifts brought to Bethlehem by the Three Wise Men. 

 

13 - Constituting the Lodge (Neil Harvey) 

 

At this point, after the Prayer of Dedication by the Chaplain, the Founders all stood facing the 

Consecrating Officer in the East who constituted the Lodge with the following words: 

 

“In the name of the United Grand Lodge of England, and by command of the Most Worshipful The 

Grand Master, I constitute and form you, my good Brethren, into a Lodge of Ancient, Free and 

Accepted Masons, under the name or style of the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment No. 9946 on 

the register of the United Grand Lodge of England.” 

 

There followed the Third Anthem and the Patriarchal Benediction. 



 

The Founders then resumed their seats and the standard Installation Ceremony was conducted, the 

Founding Worshipful Master being Installed and then Investing his officers in the usual manner. 

 

14 - Concluding Observations (Simon Oliver) 

 

Brethren, this evening the members of the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment have endeavoured to 

explain the underlying Symbolism of various parts of the Ceremony of Consecration of a new 

Lodge, and especially to expand on the historical and cultural aspects of what happened. 

 

Personal observations of Worshipful Master…………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: W.Bro. John Avery, PAGDC 

Founding Senior Warden 


