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Topics for Discussion with a New Freemason 
 

You should also refer to the following QuickStart Guides which are available to 
download from the mentoring pages of the Berkshire provincial website: 
‘Being a Personal Mentor’ 
‘Using the Mentoring Documentation’ 
‘The First Degree or Ceremony of Initiation’ 
‘The Second Degree or Ceremony of Passing’ 
‘The Third Degree or Ceremony of Raising’ 
‘Subjects for Mentoring Discussions: A QuickStart Checklist’ 
 
The following are among the important topics that are useful to discuss with a new 
Freemason over a period of time and during mentoring sessions and Lodges of Instruction. It 
is important to cover the ground at the pace and in the order that suits the new Freemason, 
rather than overburden him with too much information at once. 
The organisation of the Lodge and duties of the Lodge officers. (To then introduce him to 
those officers at the next Lodge meeting will accelerate his sense of belonging.) 
A schematic layout of the Lodge Room and the seating positions of the officers. 
The names of Lodge members, their wives or partners and their contact details. 
A symbolic explanation of the ceremony taken most recently. 
The ritual for the ceremony taken most recently, if available and if copyright allows. 
The correct manner of giving signs, tokens and words for that ceremony. 
The nature of Masonic “secrets”: 
- as no more than the means to demonstrate a Freemason’s qualifications to be present in a 
Lodge open in a certain degree or to be admitted to another degree. 
- for use only in an open Lodge and not outside. 
Leaving the Lodge during a ceremony that he is not yet qualified to attend. 
The traditional language of the ritual and its use to convey the aims, ideals and traditions of 
Freemasonry within a Lodge meeting. 
The use of today’s language to explain our experience of Freemasonry in a modern and 
relevant context. 
The function and content of the Lodge summons. 
Basic Masonic etiquette. 
Masonic titles and ranks, addressing others, preambles in Lodge and at the Festive Board. 
The Festive Board, its structure, practices and traditions. 
Firing at the Festive Board, history and variations. 
Lodge rehearsals and Lodges of Instruction, their value and importance. 
The questions leading to the next degree and the answers that he must give beforehand. 
Learning ritual; tips and techniques, an appropriate piece to start with, being ready to 
deliver ritual. 
The words for the Opening and Closing Hymns used, as well as other songs used in the 
meeting or at the Festive Board. 
Inviting Guests and the responsibilities involved. 



Booking to attend meetings, the need for submitting apologies and the consequences of 
late responses. 
Visiting other Lodges; booking in, paying, what to expect and what will be expected of him. 
Respecting the differences between Lodges, their ritual and other practices. 
Applying the principles of Freemasonry to our everyday lives. Reference to the Charge after 
Initiation, which spells out the way in which we should live our lives, may help. 
Managing commitments; his first responsibility should always be to his family, secondly to 
his employment, and (only) thirdly to his Masonic commitments. 
The relationship between the Craft and Royal Arch within pure Antient Freemasonry, the 
relationship of the other Orders and maintaining a commitment to one’s Mother Lodge. 


