
GUIDANCE ON PROTOCOL AND OTHER ISSUES 
 

 

The correct title for the Provincial Grand Master is Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master as 

the prefix Right Worshipful applies both to his Rank and to his appointment. 

 

The correct title for the Deputy Provincial Grand Master is Deputy Provincial Grand Master and 

not Very Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master as the Very Worshipful prefix applies 

only to his Grand Rank (if so qualified under Rule 6 BoC) and not to his Provincial appointment. 

 

When addressing a Provincial Ruler (i.e. Provincial Grand Master, Deputy Provincial Grand 

Master, or Assistant Provincial Grand Master) in Lodge or at the Festive Board his title should 

be used rather than his name.  He should never be addressed by his first name in a formal 

situation, for example when being presented with a cheque for charity or in the Toast to Province 

at the Festive Board. 

 

The Provincial Grand Master is the Provincial Grand Master FOR Berkshire.  The Deputy 

Provincial Grand Master and Assistant Provincial Grand Masters are OF Berkshire. 

 

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master and Assistant Provincial Grand Masters do not visit Lodges 

as Representatives of the Provincial Grand Master, but do so in their own right in accordance 

with their patent of appointment. 

 

The Provincial Grand Master, his Deputy and Assistants have a right to enter any Lodge meeting 

and so „demand‟ admission.  They also have a right to take the Chair and preside should they so 

wish and they must be offered the gavel unless agreement has been reached beforehand that this 

will not be done. 

 

When a Provincial Ruler processes out of the lodge or into the Festive Board with the 

Worshipful Master, the WM is “accompanying” the Ruler not “accompanied by” the Ruler.  

 

Provincial Officers of the year are Acting Provincial Grand Officers not Active Provincial Grand 

Officers. 

 

When addressing a Provincial Grand Officer or Lodge Officer in lodge the correct form is 

Brother followed by his office (e.g. Brother Provincial Grand Almoner or Brother Director of 

Ceremonies) without the prefix Worshipful, even though he may be a Past Master. 

 

In the Installation meeting, the Installing Master should address the Master Elect as Brother, 

even though he may be a Past Master. 

 

Masters of Lodges are Ruling Masters not Reigning Master. 

 

In non-formal written correspondence it is acceptable to use first names with the prefix Brother, 

e.g. Dear Bro John, even though he may be a W, VW or RW Brother.  However in formal 

correspondence use the surname and full prefix, e.g. Dear W Bro Smith.  Formal letters should 

end “Yours sincerely and fraternally”.  In the most formal correspondence use Dear Sir and 

Brother with the appropriate prefix, e.g. the Grand Secretary is addressed as Dear Sir and Very 

Worshipful Brother (unless he has received a promotion to Past Grand Warden, in which case it 

would be Dear Sir and Right Worshipful Brother) and such letters should end “Yours faithfully 

and fraternally”. 

 



With the increasing use of email, care should be taken not to overlook the courtesies and 

protocols which apply to written correspondence. 

 

Grand Stewards are Grand Officers only during their year in office.  Past Grand Stewards have 

precedence between Grand Officers and Provincial Grand Officers and no longer sit when Grand 

Officers are saluted or toasted at the Festive Board. 

 

Grand Lodge has stated that it is acceptable for Prayers to be read by the Chaplain.  This is not to 

be taken as authorisation to use the book in other instances. 

 

When the Junior Deacon changes the Tracing Board, he should not ask the Junior Warden, a 

much senior lodge officer, to hold his wand for him.  (In correct Emulation Working, wands 

should not be carried when changing the Tracing Board or when the Minutes are signed.) 

 

If the Immediate Past Master is also invested as another lodge officer on Installation night (e.g. 

as Secretary) he is still the Immediate Past Master and retains that collar also.  At subsequent 

meetings, whoever is acting as IPM should not wear the IPM‟s collar if the actual IPM (now also 

the Secretary) is present.  

 

When a visitor replies to the Toast to the Visitors, he should not close by asking the visitors to 

stand and take wine with the members and it is out of order to ask the visitors to return Fire. 

 

It is incorrect when proposing the Nine O‟clock Toast to use the expression “Somewhere in the 

world the hands are on the Square” as time zones move by the hour. 

 

Wardens attending a Provincial Ruler should be seated at the Festive Board to the right of Grand 

Officers. They should not be seated between the Ruler and any Grand Officers present.  

 

When the National Anthem is sung Brethren should stand to attention. 


