“The Berkshire Masonic Charity was established in
1990 to provide support to individuals and charities
in and around Berkshire. All of our capital is raised
by Berkshire Freemasons and their families.”

Freemasonry is a society whose approach to life is based
on integrity, tolerance, kindness, honesty and fairness. It
means different things to each of our members. For some
it’s about making new friends and acquaintances. For
others it’s about being able to help deserving causes –
making a contribution to family and in the community.
For them all, it is an enjoyable and fulfilling activity.
In Berkshire the Lodges and Masons meet in thirteen
different locations throughout the Province spread from
Windsor in the East to Faringdon in the West and from
Abingdon in the North to Reading and Wokingham in the
South. The members are drawn from all walks of life,
professions and trades and from widely varied social and
cultural backgrounds.
Freemasonry does not raise money by public appeal and
all charitable fundraising comes from members, their
families and friends.
The Berkshire Masonic Charity (BMC) was established in
1990 and exists to provide grants to worthy causes in and
around Berkshire, making a big difference to the lives of
organisations and individuals across the local community.
In its 25th year an appeal to the members increased the
capital of the fund by over £500,000. The return from the
investment of the capital is distributed as grants every
year.

The BMC and the Berkshire Lodges provided
Reading Family Aid and The Royal Berkshire
Hospital with hundreds of Christmas presents

“Now in its 25th year the Berkshire Masonic Charity
has made total grants in excess of £1 million to over
1,000 recipients in and around Berkshire”.

Grants are made to Berkshire charities and organisations for
a specific purpose. The BMC does not make grants merely to
supplement the funds of a charity or cover its running costs.
We do not support charities of a national nature as these are
covered by the Masonic Charitable Foundation of the United
Grand Lodge of England.
The BMC also assists private individuals where a grant can be
used to improve the quality of their life.
The BMC supports many different local charitable trusts and
organisations but has a particular emphasis on the relief of
poverty and distress and the support of projects for young
people.
During the past twelve months, grants have been made to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Helen & Douglas House Children's Hospice.
£1,000
Cruse Bereavement Care, Bracknell.
£ 400
People to Places, Windsor & Maidenhead.
£1,500
Bruce Trust , Newbury.
£1,000
Home Start, Wokingham.
£1,000
Younger People with Dementia, Reading.
£1,500
Loose Ends, Newbury
£1,000
Building for the Future, Wokingham.
£ 750
A B C to Read, Reading
£ 500
Christmas Presents for Children
£1,000
(With Berkshire Lodges for RBH and Reading Family Aid)
● Berkshire Freemasons’ Panto Project
£3,500
And many more.
Freemasonry in general and the Berkshire Masonic Charity in
particular is becoming well known in and around Berkshire
and is valued and appreciated by the local community.

The Berkshire Freemasons’ Panto Project has been running
for 11 years providing a magical day out for over 500
terminally ill, disabled, and under privileged children and
those with educational difficulties.

“The Berkshire Masonic Charity exists to provide
grants to worthy causes in and around Berkshire and
applications for support grants can be made by local
organisations or individuals”.

The Berkshire Masonic Charity (BMC) provide grants to
worthy causes in and around Berkshire with a particular
emphasis on:


Children and young people



Education



The relief of poverty and distress

Applications for support grants can be made by local
charities, institutions and organisations or individuals.
With the recent increase in its capital the BMC can now
make more grants that will really make a difference to
groups, individuals and communities across Berkshire and
the surrounding area.
The Trustees and the Applications Committee meet four
times a year to consider applications for grants in January,
April, July and October.
Advice and application forms are available from the
Applications Secretary. The details are on the back of this
booklet.

The BMC provided a defibrillator to
Emmbrook Junior and Infants Schools.
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Telephone: 0118 978 7625
www.berkspgl.org.uk

